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   ______________________________________________________________ 
Serving the El Sobrante Business Community Since 1957 

About Town 

The El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce Monthly Newsletter 
 

March 2023 
 

President's Message 
In February, your Chamber co-hosted a Sunrise Networking Breakfast in Hercules with the 
Crockett and Bay Front Chambers of Commerce.  The speaker was our very own Roya Babay 
from Nerd Crossing who gave a very informative presentation.  There will be two more Sunrise 
Networking Breakfasts this year, one in August hosted by the Crockett Chamber of Commerce 
and one in October hosted by your El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce. 
 
As part of a committee to establish a park/town square in EL Sobrante, a few of our Board 
members and I went on a field trip with County Supervisor John Gioia, Richmond Councilperson 
Soheila Bana and others to explore possible sites for a town square/community park.   
 
We have some exciting events in the months ahead.  On March 15th, from 5:30 -7:30, our 
Business of the Year, Reach Out Mode will be hosting a mixer at their facility located at 435 Valley 
View Rd. Come see what great work Ms. Sparkle Davis is doing with the youth in our community.  
There will be entertainment as well as food and beverages. 
 
Earth Day on April 22nd will be a very exciting day for us.  We will start the day at the El Sobrante 
Library for the community and creek clean up party. That evening at 5:30pm, we will host a 
fundraiser for our scholarships that we give annually to graduating seniors from De Anza who 
plan on going to community college. While tuition may not cost, books and living expenses 
certainly do, and our goal is to help boost a few deserving students to achieve greater success. 
The fundraiser will have great prizes, a plant based menu,  the nicest people to socialize with and 
admission is only $25. 
 
In March, we are forming a committee to survey commercial vacancies.  This will involve 
contacting the owners of these properties and determining what they would like to do with the 
property (rent or sell), how much they want, and what the property is best suited for.  I am 
hoping for some assistance from the community, so if you or anyone you know own any vacant 
commercial property in the 94803 area, please contact the Chamber at 
info@elsobrantechamber.com or me at ndonn@gemcorp.com, so the Chamber can help fill the 
vacancy. 
 
There is power in numbers and we need for all who do business in El Sobrante to join the 
Chamber of Commerce and help us help you be as successful as possible. 
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2023 Chamber of Commerce 
Officers & Directors 

 
President - Nicole Donn - US Financial Mortgage Lending 
Vice President - Judy Ward - SPAWNERS, Friends of the El Sobrante Library 
Treasurer - Su Li - Lynden & Associates CPA Services 
Secretary - Beverly Wallace - West County Resident  
Jose Velarde - El Sobrante Town Garage 
Edgar Rosales - Staff Member for El Sobrante Supervisor John Gioia 
Cathy Werner - MPA Healthcare Professional 
Harry Wiener - West County Wastewater District Board Member 
Marie Carayanis - Resident, retired business owner 
Jim Cowen - Farmers Insurance 
Mark Croda - Retired business owner, and Past President, ESCC 
Susan McCloskey - Resident, retired business owner 
Bob Sharp - Commercial property owner 
Donnie Beeler - Director, Sports Manager, Special Olympics, Northern California and Nevada  
 

 
 

2023 Chamber Board Meetings  
 
Board meetings are usually held on the first Monday of every month at 5:15 pm. We will 
meet by Zoom on March 6, 2023. Nicole Donn will send out the Zoom link before the 
meeting. The 2023 meetings are scheduled to be held on the dates below: 
 
JJ January 2 F February 6 M March 6 A April 1 
M May 1 J June 5 J July 10 A August 7 
S September 11 O October 5 N November 6 D December 4 

 
MIXER TABLE 

M March 15 Reach O.U.T. Mode, 435 Valley View Rd 
A April 6 Open to Host 
M May 7 Mega-Mixer  
J  June 21 US Financial Mortgage Lending 
J  July 19  Jim Cowen Farmers Insurance 5341 

Valley View Rd 
A August 16 Nerd Crossing 400 Appian Way 
S September 17 STROLL! 
O October 5 Open to Host 
N November 15 Elks Lodge 3931 San Pablo Dam Rd 
D December 20 Mechanics Bank  

3884 San Pablo Dam Rd 
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Mortgage Minute 
by Nicole Donn 

 
What do lenders look at when deciding whether to approve a mortgage request:  

C- Cash – This refers to the borrowers funds available for the down payment, 
closing costs and reserves, which are required on most loan programs.  Reserves refers 
to funds left over after the close.  We have to verify adequate funds and determine the 
funds are from an allowable source.  For example, some loans allow gifts, others not.   

C- Credit- Different loan programs have minimum credit score guidelines. There 
are also waiting periods after adverse credit events such as bankruptcy and foreclosure 
that vary depending on the loan program. 

I – Income – Most loans qualify based on the debt to income ratio (the 
percentage of gross monthly income that goes toward paying debts) falling under a 
certain percentage. A debt-to-income ratio (DTI) is used by lenders to measure your 
ability to manage monthly payments and repay the money borrowed. There are two 
kinds of DTI ratios — front-end and back-end — which are typically shown as a 
percentage like 36/43. 

Front-end or housing expense ratio is the percentage of income that goes 
toward your total monthly mortgage costs, such as: 
• Mortgage principal and interest 
• Hazard insurance premium 
• Property taxes 

• Mortgage insurance premium (if 
applicable) 
• Homeowner's association (HOA) dues (if 
applicable)

Back-end or total debt to income ratio is the percentage of income that goes 
toward paying all recurring, minimum monthly debt payments, in addition to the 
monthly mortgage costs covered by the front-end ratio. Recurring monthly debt 
payments may include: 
• Credit card payments 
• Car loan payments 
• Student loan payments 
• Personal loan payments 

• Child support payments 
• Alimony payments 
• Vacation/rental property costs

 
Lenders often look at both ratios during the mortgage underwriting process — the step 
when your lender decides whether you qualify for a loan. Our debt-to-income calculator 
looks at the back-end ratio when estimating your DTI, because it takes into 
account your entire monthly debt. In addition to your DTI ratio, lenders may look at 
your credit history, current credit score, total assets and loan-to-value (LTV) 
ratio before deciding to approve, deny or suspend the loan approval with 
contingencies. 

P - Property-Approving the borrower is well and good but the property must also 
fit certain guidelines to get a loan approval.  Depending on the loan, the condition 
of the property may be questioned.  There are also rehab loans that will lend 
money to significantly improve or repair the property.  1 to 4 units is 
considered residential financing while 5 + units are considered commercial which 
requires a larger down payment.  Condominium complexes must be either 
preapproved or meet certain guidelines, depending on the loan program. 
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BUSINESS OF THE MONTH MARCH 2023 
Jay Vee Liquors 

3640 San Pablo Dam Road 
El Sobrante, CA 94803 

(510)262-9967 
sfjayvee@gmail.com 

Open every day 9 am to  10 pm Mon-Thur and Sun, 9 am to 11 pm Fri, Sat  
 
The owners of Jay Vee Liquors are Soli and Sabrine Finau.  Their journey began in 
the early 1990’s. At that time Jay Vee Liquors was owned by Sabrine’s father, 
Fathi Elias. Sabrine helped out by working at the store part time while attending 
Contra Costa College and then dental school. When Sabrine started the dental 
hygiene program, Soli began working for Sabrine’s dad. They married shortly after 
Sabrine graduated from dental school. She worked full time as a hygienist and Soli 
worked at the store. After 18 years, Sabrine’s dad retired and they purchased the 
business.  
 
Since taking over in March 2022, they have made lots of improvements to the 
business, starting with the store front. They’ve painted it, and convinced the 
property owner to landscape with new rocks, and plants. They’ve changed all the 
window coverings, and changed the JAY VEE store sign. The letters are bigger and 
clearer.  
 
They are a full service liquor store. Their goal is to provide their customers with an 
overall better experience. They don’t just sell spirits. They carry ice, newspapers, 
energy drinks, juice, sodas, snacks, lotto and lottery tickets, T-shirts, fresh home-
baked cookies, and miscellaneous items ranging from charcoal to styrofoam 
coolers to incense. They are working on expanding the wine inventory, as well as 
the craft Beers, acquiring new beers from local breweries like East Brothers, and 
DCB. Their business motto is “A happy customer makes for a happy owner.” 
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BOOK SALE 

Friends of the El Sobrante Library, March 4, 2023 
 
The Friends of the El Sobrante Library will hold a Book Sale on Saturday, March 4, 2023, from 
10 am to 2 pm, at the Fahden House, at the back of the Library parking lot. Masks are 
recommended. The Friends will be selling Memberships.  Member hours will be 10 am to noon, 
and the general public will be admitted to the sale from 12 pm to 2 pm.  
 
For March, we are featuring our science fiction/fantasy novels. There are some vampire novels, 

as well as space opera, and novels featuring kings and dwarves and new worlds to explore.  
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SPAWNERS 

 
Join SPAWNERS for our monthly volunteer workday at Wilkie Creek on Saturday, March 18th, 
9:30am–12:00pm! Meet us next to 4805 Santa Rita Road, just below the De Anza High School 

playing fields. We will be weeding, picking up trash, and potentially planting (weather and 
supply dependent). Tools, water, and snacks will be provided. All ages and abilities are 

welcome! Heavy rain cancels. 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Photo from website: Central Foods EL Sobrante Google image 

 
SHOP AT CENTRAL FOODS 

4352 Appian Way, El Sobrante, CA 94803 
Hours 8 am - 9 pm Sunday 8 am - 8 pm 

Fresh produce, dairy, meat, canned goods, packaged foods: Come see what we have! 
Enjoy our huge selection 

FOODS FROM ALL CULTURES          AMAZING VARIETIES 
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SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISING DINNER 

 
The El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce is hosting a fundraiser for the Chamber’s 
Lauren Hanley Scholarship Fund on Saturday, April 22, 2023 – Earth Day. The 
event will be at the Masonic Lodge, 5050 El Portal Dr. in El Sobrante from 5:30 to 
9:00 pm.  Tickets for the event will be $25.00 per person for dinner, and raffle 
tickets will also be for sale. In honor of Earth Day, the dinner menu has been 
designed by former Bianco’s Catering Chef Scott and will be plant-based , 
sustainable,  and as locally sourced as possible.  
 
The event is now up on the website where you can purchase tickets. Here is the 
link: https://www.elsobrantechamber.com/events/  
 
Sponsorships are available as well. Contact me if you wish to be a sponsor, at 
510-867-5821 or stuffnell09@yahoo.com   
 
Sponsorship levels: [SPONSORSHIPS MUST BE ESTABLISHED BY APRIL 5 
including Raffle Donations] 

_______________________________________________________ 

VENUE SPONSOR - $500 - 2 tickets for dinner, advertising on web, in newsletter 
MARCH, APRIL and MAY,  in program and at event   

DINNER SPONSORS UP TO 6 slots - $500 - 2 tickets for dinner, advertising on 
web, in newsletter MARCH, APRIL and MAY,  in program and at event   

GOLD SPONSOR - $1000 - 8 tickets for dinner, advertising on web, in newsletter 
MARCH, APRIL and MAY,  in program and at event , opportunity to present certificate 
to scholarship recipient (in June)  

RED SPONSOR - $200 - Advertising at event. Posters and program (DOES NOT 
INCLUDE DINNER TICKETS or online ADS)  

RAFFLE PRIZE DONATION - Donate an item or service of value to be auctioned 
/raffled off during event, style of auction/raffle to be determined by $ value of 
donation and number of prizes received.  

   Thank you for your consideration and anticipated generosity for this cause.  
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Invest in our future
Masonic Lodge

5:30 pm
Dinner, Raffle, Fellowship

$25.00 per person 
https://www.elsobrantechamber.com/events/

E l  S o b r a n t e  C h a m b e r  o f
C o m m e r c e  S c h o l a r s h i p

F u n d r a i s e r  
S a t u r d a y ,  A p r i l  2 2 ,  2 0 2 3
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ES Green Team joins Clean California Mar. 18   
 
 

By Chris Conrad, El Sobrante Green Team 
The El Sobrante 94803 Green Team, your 
friendly neighborhood litter pickup group, is 
partnering with Clean California for our next 
Third Saturday cleanup on March 18. Clean 
CA Community Days is a statewide cleanup 
and civic pride campaign that runs from 

March 17-27 this year. The 
state office will provide extra 
gloves, pickers and bags, 
publicize our effort and 
coordinate us with the rest of 
the state. As always, we are 

looking for volunteers and teams of volunteers to pull this off! 
     This will be our third cleanup of the year. We celebrated Dr. ML King with a special Day 
of Service trash cleanup Jan 21. We who worked on downtown were happy to see how 
much better businesses are at keeping down the litter on San Pablo Dam Road. It’s fun to 
drop in on the little shops and businesses that can pass unnoticed when driving through 
town. So, here’s a shout out of thanks to our local 94803 business and community network, 
who have supported our efforts over the past year such as ES Public Library, Starbucks, 
Neighbors Donuts, Chicago Pizza with a Twist, the ES Chamber of Commerce, City of 
Richmond Parks and Landscaping Div., Mountain Mike's Pizza, SOS! Richmond, Sup. John 
Gioia’s office, and Republic Services. Thanks, everyone!  
     Be part of our Earth Day event April 22! Make a special effort to clean and beautify 
your own property. Pick up litter and cigarette butts in your parking lot, sidewalk and 
gutter; plant flowers, add a streetside trash bin, refresh paint and decor. The Green Team, 
SPAWNERS and SOS! Richmond are collaborating again on a special 94803 cleanup of our 
streets and creeks, and homeless encampments staged from the ES Public Library, 4191 
Appian Way, with a fun program for the volunteers and community with food, speakers, 
entertainment, info tables, children’s activities, etc.  
     Participants can sign in at the library, borrow gear, and select their locations to pick up 
litter starting at 9:30 AM. Cleanup is from 10 AM to noon and special Earth Day program 
from Noon-2 PM. Maybe you can sponsor our community-building event to show support 

and promote your company? Drink, food, 
publicity or money donations are always greatly 
appreciated. 

Join in our Third Saturday cleanups any 
month at 10 am at ES Library, 4191 Appian 
Way. We have a vest, bag, buckets gloves, and 
grabbers ready for you and a list of places that 
need to be cleaned up.  
To be a sponsor, please contact Mikki Norris, 
info@keepelsobrantebeautiful.info, 510-215-8326 
and see KeepElSobranteBeautiful.info.  
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Mark Porter, CRPC®  
Private Wealth Advisor 
Managing Director

Porter, Ritchie & Associates 
A private wealth advisory practice 
of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

415.743.9839 

44 Montgomery St. Suite 3100 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
mark.a.porter@ampf.com  
ameripriseadvisors.com/mark.a.porter

Take the first step toward more peace of mind in retirement with our exclusive 
Confident Retirement® approach. I’ll help you understand how you can cover expenses, 
live the lifestyle you want, be prepared for the unexpected and leave a legacy. Call me 
today and learn how you can live more confidently today and tomorrow.

Meet your future with con!idence.

CA Insurance #0D93357 
The Confident Retirement approach is not a guarantee of future financial results. Investment advisory products and services are 
made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC, a registered investment adviser. 
© 2022 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 Not Federally Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value
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El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce 

   MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM  
 

Business Name______________________________ Date______  

Representative________________________________________  
Resident’s Name______________________________________  
Address_____________________________________________  
City, State_____________________________ Zip____________  
Phone_______________________ Fax____________________ 
Email Address______________________sCell_______________  
0 New- Referred by___________________________________  
0 Renewal- year first joined_______________  
Do you wish to appear on published mailing lists? 0yes 0no  
Would you like to serve on a committee?    0yes 0no  

  

MEMBERSHIP DUES        ADVERTISING FEES  
[Membership period February 1 through January 31 of following year, prorated only after August 31]  
Paid annually as follows:           Newsletter   
Business      0$150      Full Page  – per issue 0$100  
   [over 10 employees]  0$200          - full year 0$600*  
In-Home Business   0$100      Half Page  - full year 0$350*  
Non-Profit Organization  0$100      Qtr. Page  - full year 0$200*  
Resident      
  

0$ 40       Business card, full year 0$100  

MEMBERSHIP DUES  $_____________     
ADVERTISING FEES  $_____________    ADVERTISING ART:  
DONATIONS:              0INCLUDED WITHIN  
  Beautification  $_____________      0TO BE SENT SEPARATELY  
  Scholarship   $_____________      0USE PREVIOUS ART  
TOTAL ENCLOSED  $_____________  

  
    

JOIN/RENEW online at elsobrantechamber.com  or  
COMPLETE FORM and RETURN WITH CHECK TO:   

El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce 3769-B San Pablo Dam Rd.   
                               El Sobrante, CA 94803 ATTN: Membership 

 Membership is a great way to promote your business• A good source for business networking• Mixers & Special Events 
ESCOC App Form REV 01/2020  
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CLOVERFIELD FARM IN MARCH 

 

Organic Fruits to U-Pick Year Round 
 
Cloverfield Organic Farm is in a very special micro-climate where we can grow both 
temperate and sub-tropical fruits. We generally don't get hard frosts, but we do get enough 
winter chilling for many of the stone fruits. It is exciting during the month of March to see 
many of the fruit trees in beautiful bloom and the flowers frequented by honey bees and 
native pollinators. 
 
Every month has ripe fruits (and vegetables) that you can u-pick at Cloverfield Organic 
Farm.. It is beneficial to our health to each seasonally; Mother Nature provides us with the 
proper nutrition our bodies need as we move through the seasons. 
 
Here are some fruiting ripening times at our farm to entice you to come explore: 
January to April: Various citrus, including Persian limes, sweet oranges, and Meyer lemons. 
May: Sweet cherries and green wild plums. 
June: Pakistan mulberries, red currants, various plums, pluots, and apricots. 
July: Blackberries, peaches, plums, pluots, and apriums.  
August: Elderberries, pears, and grapes. 
September: Chilean guavas, apples, and figs. 
October to November: Persimmons, pomegranates, and figs 
December: Pineapple guavas, limes, and Satsuma mandarin oranges. 
 
Please come visit the farm and u-pick what you enjoy from our garden beds and orchard. 
Our open u-pick times are Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays. Hours are 11 - 4 in early March, 
and after we switch to Daylight Savings Time our hours will be noon to 5. You don't need a 
reservation and we have free parking at 501 La Paloma Rd. 
 
Other visiting times, picnics, and events can be scheduled on our website. 
www.cloverfieldfarm.us  
 

 
Peach Blossoms 
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THE EL SOBRANTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
www.ElSobranteChamber.com 
3769 – B San Pablo Dam Road 
El Sobrante, CA  94803 
Office: 510-815-9307 


