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   ______________________________________________________________ 
Serving the El Sobrante Business Community Since 1957 

About Town 

The El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce Monthly Newsletter 
 

October 2022 
 

President's Message 
 

September was highlighted by The El Sobrante Stroll.  While the weather was not what we were 
hoping for, a good time was had by all.  The parade featured three marching bands, many local 
schools, dancers, and lots of horses.  The car show featured a number of beautiful classic cars as 
many of the cars that signed up showed up in spite of the rain.  Many artists, crafters and other 
vendors showed up and a slightly wet good time was had by all.  After two years of no Stroll, El 
Sobrante was happy to be out again mingling and enjoying a sense of community.  The T-Shirts this 
year were very popular and, in my opinion, the best we’ve ever had.  They were good quality, black 
with a blue and purple design featuring parading horses. The slogan this year “Back in the Saddle” 
was so perfect for a horse town like El Sobrante. We truly were Back in the Saddle at the Stroll! 
 
We are looking forward to a Chamber mixer on October 19th at 5:30pm at the Chamber office, 3789-B 
San Pablo Dam Rd., hosted by Tuffnell & Associates Real Estate.  Come for food and drink and the 
opportunity to win raffle prizes and best of all, to mix and mingle. 
 
We are excited about our two holiday events. The return of the always great Hometown Holiday Faire 
to be held Saturday, December 3rd at the Masonic Hall, located at 5050 El Portal Drive. There you can 
do some holiday gift shopping, and support local artists and crafters.  We are also eagerly anticipating 
the first annual Community Holiday Celebration to be held on December 10th in the parking lot of 
Mechanics Bank on San Pablo Dam Road, where children will be able to have their pictures taken with 
Santa with the donation of an unwrapped toy. There will be food trucks and carolers and the winners 
of the Light Up The Town contest will be announced.  

 
El Sobrante is a great town to live and work in.  If you or anyone you know would like to start a 
business here, please reach out to your EL Sobrante Chamber of Commerce and we’ll do what we can 
to help.  Nicole Donn, President 
 

 

STROLL! 
 
El Sobrante held its 27th Stroll on Sunday, September 18, 2022, the first Stroll after the pandemic, in 
spite of the rain.  Below are some photos, including the parade winners:  Outstanding Spirit - El 
Sobrante Green Team. Outstanding Music Group -  Pinole High School Marching Band. Outstanding 
Dance Performance - De Anza Cheer Leaders. (Unfortunately, the editor was unable to locate a photo 
of the De Anza Cheer Leaders) Outstanding Creativity/Representation of Theme - Sheldon School, Al 
Kirkman Award for Outstanding School Spirit - Hercules High School Marching Band.  JUDGES Special 
Award (occasionally awarded to a particularly outstanding entry, awarded at the discretion of the 
judges) - Sheriff's Honor Guard. 
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             Boy with Umbrella                                                           Cub Scouts Troup   
  

        
           Dorcas Moulton and Nicole Donn               Judges Special Award: Sheriff's Honor Guard 
 

 
Outstanding Spirit: El Sobrante Green Team 
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Al Kirkman Award for Outstanding School Spirit: Hercules High School Marching Band 

 

 
Outstanding Music Group: Pinole High School Marching Band 

 
Outstanding Creativity - Representation of Theme: Sheldon Elementary School 
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2022 STROLL T-SHIRTS FOR SALE 

 
The Stroll Committee is pleased to offer the 2022 Stroll t-shirt for sale. (See photo below) The price is 
$10.  You can pick up your shirt at the Chamber office, Monday-Friday, 10 am to 2 pm or by 
appointment. Call 510-275-9254 to see if we have your size, and to be sure someone is there. Get 
yours now! 
 

 
 

2022 Chamber of Commerce  
Officers & Directors 

 
President - Nicole Donn - US Financial Mortgage Lending 
Vice President - Judy Ward - SPAWNERS, Friends of the El Sobrante Library 
Treasurer - Su Li - Lynden & Associates CPA Services 
Secretary - Beverly Wallace - West County Resident  
Jose Velarde - El Sobrante Town Garage 
Edgar Rosales - Staff Member for El Sobrante for Supervisor Gioia 
Cathy Werner - MPA Healthcare Professional 
Harry Wiener - West County Wastewater District Board Member 
Jury Zamora - Manager, El Sobrante Branch, Mechanics Bank 
Marie Carayanis - Resident, retired business owner 
Jim Cowen - Farmers Insurance 
Mark Croda - Retired business owner, and Past President, ESCC 
Susan McCloskey - Resident, retired business owner 
Bob Sharp - Commercial property owner 
Donnie Beeler - Director, Sports Manager, Special Olympics, Northern California and Nevada  
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2022 Chamber Board Meetings  
 
Board meetings are usually held on the first Monday of every month at 5:15 pm. We will meet by 
Zoom on October 3, 2022. Nicole Donn will send out the Zoom link before the meeting. The 2022 
meetings are scheduled to be held on the dates below: 
 
January 3 February 7 March 7 April 4 
May 2 June 6 July 11 August 1 
September 12 October 3 November 7 December 5 

 

 

   
 
 

 

     
 

Masonic Hall
5050 El Portal Drive, El Sobrante

Hometown Holiday Faire
Saturday, December 3, 2022

Unique Holiday Gifts For Sale, Crafted by Local Artisans & Merchants
Holiday Music in an Old Fashioned Holiday Setting

Fresh Baked Goods & Beverages

Presented by the El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce
Proceeds benefit the Chamber Scholarship Fund

Free Admission
10:00am to 3:00pm
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CHAMBER MIXERS 
Mixers are held from 5:30 pm to 7 pm, usually on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 
October 19  Scott Tuffnell, Realtor,  

Hosting at the Chamber 
office  

3769 San Pablo Dam Road, 
Suite B, El Sobrante 

November 16 Elks Lodge  3932 San Pablo Dam Road, 
El Sobrante 

December 21 Mechanics Bank 3884 San Pablo Dam Road, 
El Sobrante 

 
Mortgage Minute 

The biggest barrier to home ownership for most people is coming up with funds to close and this 
program provides enough that you can get in with no money out of your pocket.  Anyone making 
under 80% of the AMI (average median income) which is $120,880 in Contra Costa or Alameda 
County or $86,960 in Solano county who has not owned property for the past 3 years may be 
eligible for up to 10% down payment assistance.  At least one of the buyers must take a 
homebuyer education class which is great as knowledge is power.  A well-informed homeowner is 
more likely to maintain and be able to afford their house. 

The program is available on both conventional and FHA loans and enables one to get into 
homeownership with nothing out of pocket!  That’s right, no money out of the buyer’s pocket!  In 
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addition, the interest rate is very competitive and is slightly below the prevailing rate in the 
market. 

The loan is available for single family residences, townhouses, condominiums.  No duplexes or 
other multi-unit properties are allowed but ADUs,  in-laws and guest units may be eligible.   

When initially contacting us for your free preapproval, you will want to have this list of documents 
and information available: Pay stubs, bank statements, employment history, and previous tax 
returns. 

This program is offered by a very reliable housing agency, CalHFA . The following is their blurb 
about the program: 

Home equity has proven to be one of the strongest ways for families to build and pass on 
intergenerational wealth and CalHFA is committed to improving equitable access to homeownership 
for all Californians. The Forgivable Equity Builder Loan gives first-time homebuyers a head start on 
this with immediate equity in their homes via a loan that is forgivable if the borrower continuously 
occupies the home as their primary residence for five years. 

The Forgivable Equity Builder Loan is a forgivable subordinate loan program that may only be used 
with a CalHFA first mortgage. 

We at US Financial Mortgage Lending are proud to be the premier lender in this area offering this 
excellent program and invite you to contact us at 510-758-3035 or ndonn@gemcorp.com to find 
out how much house you qualify for.  There is no cost or obligation. We love giving back to our 
community! 

BOOK SALE 
Friends of the El Sobrante Library,  

Saturday, October 1, 2022 
 
The Friends of the El Sobrante Library will hold a Book Sale on Saturday, October 1, from 10 am to 
2 pm, at the Fahden House, at the back of the Library parking lot. Masks are recommended. The 
Friends will be selling Memberships.  Member hours will be 10 am to noon, and the general public 
will be admitted to the sale from 12 pm to 2 pm.  
 
The feature this month is Space and Other Realms.  Look for the featured books as you enter the 
Fahden House. All proceeds from books sales fund library programs. Hope to see you there!  
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SPAWNERS 
 

Join SPAWNERS for our monthly Wilkie Creek workday on Saturday, October 15th, at 9:30 am — 
we'll be weeding, picking up trash, and possibly planting, rain depending. All tools will be provided, 

as will water and snacks. All ages are welcome! Questions? Please email Program Coordinator 
Lauren Iverson at lauren.iverson@thewatershedproject.org. 

 
 

 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
You can join the El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce at any time during the year. The benefits of 

joining and the application for Membership are on the El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce website, 
at https://www.elsobrantechamber.com/product/membership/ 
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CLOVERFIELD FARM IN OCTOBER 
 
The Autumn days are getting shorter and the nights a bit cooler.  At Cloverfield Organic Farm we 
stay open for visitors all seasons of the year.  Fresh harvests that can be u-picked this month 
include tomatoes, peppers, figs, pomegranates, rhubarb, collard greens, beets, and Swiss chard.  
There are always a few different edible flowers and flavorful herbs to put in a harvest basket this 
time of year too. The address is 501 La Paloma Road, El Sobrante. 
 
When it's cold and wet is a good time to stop by our farm shed for packages of organic dried herbs, 
seeds, and raw honey.  The dried herbs can be used as culinary herbs in recipes, in potpourris, or 
as delicious teas, or for their health benefits as well.  Dried herbs in stock in October include hops, 
apple mint, oregano, lemon balm, olive leaves, and more. 
 
We are open to the public for u-picking of flowers, fruits, vegetables & herbs, and purchase of 
potted edible plants every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, from noon to five. Private visits can be 
arranged on our website www.cloverfieldfarm.us. 
 

 

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH FOR OCTOBER 
 

Valero Gas Station 
5753 San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante, 510-223-7770 

 
Nikhil Patel and his wife started with an El Sobrante gas station in 2014. Previously they owned two 
sandwich shops in downtown San Francisco.  Since opening the business, they have had many 
challenges,  yet they remain committed to providing good customer service and have developed 
close relationships with local business owners.   
 
Last month, they changed the gas station  to Valero. Additional services offered here include U-
Haul rentals, propane fill-up, and a fully stocked convenience store.  Also, propane customers can 
get 4.5 gallons free after 45 gallons of purchased propane; just remember to save your receipts! 
 

 
 

    The November issue of ABOUT TOWN will be published on November 1, 2022. Ads or articles must 
be submitted not later than 5:30 pm on Tuesday, October 25, 2022, to guarantee inclusion in the 
newsletter.  Written pieces must be sent in WORD format (NO PDFs); art/ads should be a JPEG, GIF 
or PNG file. Send your submissions for consideration to mlbooz@calnatives.com.  The newsletter’s 
editorial committee has final determination on all newsletter content.  
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Photo from website: Central Foods EL Sobrante Google image 

 
SHOP AT CENTRAL FOODS 

4352 Appian Way, El Sobrante, CA 94803 
Hours 8 am - 9 pm Sunday 8 am - 8 pm 

Fresh produce, dairy, meat, canned goods, packaged foods: Come see what we have! 
Enjoy our huge selection 

FOODS FROM ALL CULTURES 
AMAZING VARIETY 

 
Volunteers Needed for New CASA Tutor Program 

 
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Contra Costa County is a nonprofit that recruits, 
trains, and supports volunteer advocates as a powerful voice for the best interests of abused and 
neglected children living in foster care during the court process. Through our work, every child 
ultimately thrives in a safe, stable, and permanent home. As we celebrate our 41st year of service, 
we are excited to launch of our new CASA Tutor Program. 
 
CASA Tutors provide consistent educational support to children in grades TK-12 who are already 
working with one of our CASA Volunteer Advocates. They assist with homework and learning 
concepts in a supportive, trauma-informed environment and help students reach their educational 
goals, build their confidence, and feel supported as they navigate through their school years.  
  
If you have a background in teaching or tutoring, have approximately 6-12 hours a month to give, 
and are interested in learning more about the CASA Tutor Program,  email volunteer@cccocasa.org 
and join us at an upcoming Informational Session.  
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El Sobrante Green Team
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