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______________________________________________________________ 
Serving the El Sobrante Business Community Since 1957 

About Town 

The El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce Monthly Newsletter 
 

July 2022 
 

President's Message 
 
Your El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce had an eventful month in June, highlighted by a great 
mixer hosted by Jim Cowen – Farmers Insurance, where fun and good food was had by all.   Our 
Scholarship Committee was in attendance to present a deserving De Anza graduate with a 
scholarship check which you will be able to read about in more detail in the August issue of our 
newsletter.   
 
We are forming a committee to help establish the new arts district in the area around the Triangle, 
anchored by the old Adachi property, which is well on its way to becoming a community center, 
art gallery, plant nursery and café.   We have decided to run a poll in the next month or two, 
giving all those people interested an opportunity to propose a name, to present a convincing 
argument in favor of the name they are proposing, and against any other name they are not in 
favor of.  The names proposed so far are: Triangle Arts District, El Sobrante Uptown Arts District, 
Uptown Arts District, and Triangle Community and Arts District. Also someone has proposed that 
we just call it The El Sobrante Arts District.  If you have any strong opinions for or against any of 
these names or have another name to propose, please contact us this month for our poll next 
month.  The Chamber of Commerce will be taking on the responsibility of fund raising and 
coordinating volunteers to get murals painted in the area focusing on walls that have high visibility 
and/or walls that have been tagged in the past with graffiti.  
 
Our main goal this year is to make San Pablo Dam Road as beautiful as possible in time for the El 
Sobrante Stroll in September. A small dedicated group of volunteers, led by Citizen of the Year, 
Dorcas Moulton, are working diligently to bring the planters lining the street back to life with 
healthy plants. If you see them, thank them, and if you have time, offer to help out.   
 
We are getting more excited every day about the El Sobrante Stroll which will be held on 
September 18th. The theme this year will be “Back In The Saddle”: a perfect theme for our sweet 
horse town. There should be a lot of horses in the parade and we are BACK IN THE SADDLE after 
two years of no stroll due to the pandemic.   
 
We are also planning a new free event during the holidays.  A Holiday Community Celebration 
featuring Santa Claus himself and Mrs. Claus may be there as well.  Hot chocolate and photos with 
Santa!  
 
We will also be having the popular Hometown Holiday Faire again this year featuring local artists 
and craftspeople.   
 
Stay tuned for more good news from El Sobrante in the months to come! 
 
Nicole Donn, President 
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2022 Chamber of Commerce 
 Officers & Directors 

 
President - Nicole Donn - US Financial Mortgage Lending 
Vice President - Judy Ward - SPAWNERS, Friends of the El Sobrante Library 
Treasurer - Su Li - Lynden & Associates CPA Services 
Secretary - Beverly Wallace - West County Resident  
Jose Velarde - El Sobrante Town Garage 
Naif Nudish - Central Foods 
Cathy Werner - MPA Healthcare Professional 
Harry Wiener - West County Wastewater District Board Member 
Jury Zamora - Manager, El Sobrante Branch, Mechanics Bank 
Marie Carayanis - Resident, retired business owner 
Jim Cowen - Farmers Insurance 
Mark Croda - Retired business owner, and Past President, ESCC 
Susan McCloskey - Resident, retired business owner 
Bob Sharp - Commercial property owner 
Donnie Beeler - Resident  

 

2022 Chamber Board Meetings  
 
Board meetings are usually held on the first Monday of every month at 5:15 pm. We will meet 
by Zoom on July 11. Nicole Donn will send out the Zoom link before the meeting. The 2022 
meetings are scheduled to be held on the dates below: 
 
January 3 February 7 March 7 April 4 
May 2 June 6 July 11 August 8 
September 5 October 3 November 7 December 5 

 
 

FREE Business Videos on Chamber Website 
 
The El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce is hosting videos promoting your place of business on 
our website’s home page. We are asking that you shoot a quick video, using your cell phone 
camera or a video camera, to describe your business and what you offer. We ask that this video 
be approximately one minute long, and follow the guidelines at the link below.  We now host 
seven different business videos on the Chamber website home page (scroll 
down):  https://www.elsobrantechamber.com/ 
  
Please send your video to my email address below and we will get your video online as soon as 
possible. If you have any questions, or would like some help with your video, please let me 
know by calling my cell number, 510-364-5131. Guidelines for making a video for your 
business are on the Chamber website at: 
https://www.elsobrantechamber.com/video-promotions/ 
 
Thomas Lang 
Chair, El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Committee 
Co-Chair, El Sobrante Stroll Committee, El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce 
email:    tlangesmac.cc@gmail.com 
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BOOK SALE, Friends of the El Sobrante Library, 
Saturday, July 2, 2022 

 
The Friends of the El Sobrante Library will hold a Book Sale on Saturday, July 2, from 10 am to 2 pm, at 
the Fahden House, at the back of the Library parking lot. Masks are recommended. The Friends will be 
selling Memberships.  Member hours will be 10 am to noon, and the general public will be admitted to 
the sale from 12 pm to 2 pm.  
 
This month we are featuring Native Americans in art, history and culture. Look for the featured books as 
you enter the Fahden House. All proceeds from books sales fund library programs. Hope to see you 
there!  
       

 
 
 

The August issue of ABOUT TOWN will be published on August 1, 2022. Ads or articles must be submitted 
not later than 5:30 pm on Monday, July 25, 2022, to guarantee inclusion in the newsletter.  Written pieces 
must be sent in WORD format (NO PDFs); art/ads should be a JPEG, GIF or PNG file. Send your submissions 
for consideration to mlbooz@calnatives.com .  The newsletter’s editorial committee has final determination 
on all newsletter content.  
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Mortgage Minute 

by Nicole Donn  
 
Housing prices are foremost on many people’s minds as the purpose of raising rates is to curb inflation 
and we have seen an enormous amount of inflation relative to the price of houses in the past few years.  
What matters to homebuyers from a financial standpoint are two key numbers: How much is required to 
get in and how much will the monthly payment be.  Rising interest rates make it impossible to have 
monthly payments as low as they would be had rates stayed down, which forces would be homebuyers 
to look for less expensive houses than they would have a few short months ago, due to not being able to 
afford as high priced a property, as higher rates equal higher payments.   
 
This is a push that is softening the market and reducing the prices on some properties.  So far, the price 
for the less expensive houses seems to be holding fairly well, but there does not appear to be as much 
competition and most sales I’ve seen recently have been going for very close to the asking price, as 
opposed to the last few years when the majority of properties were getting over bid.   
 
In addition, sellers seem to be more willing to pay some of the buyers' closing costs and I have seen 
more buyers getting in with less out-of-pocket than previously.   Without the multiple bids, motivated 
sellers will do what it takes to get their property sold and paying closing costs is typically a better 
strategy than price reductions, especially from a first-time buyers’ standpoint.   
 
More properties are hitting the market because many property owners put off selling during the 
pandemic as, understandably, they did not want a bunch of strangers traipsing through their home at 
that time, and now, with the fear of decreased prices, more houses are being listed for sale. The market 
is appearing to become a more balanced market as opposed the strong sellers’ market we have been 
experiencing for the past several years. 
 
I do not anticipate major declines in value as the factors driving this are just rates rising as opposed to 
irresponsible lending practices which were a big factor in the recession of 2008, and this can be a good 
window of opportunity for first time homebuyers to become homeowners as sellers and real estate 
agents are more willing to work with them in this changing market and many down payment assistance 
programs are available. 
 
To find out more about this topic or anything related to real estate finance, please contact your local 
mortgage banker Nicole Donn of US Financial Mortgage Lending either by emailing me at 
ndonn@gemcopr.com or calling 510-758-3035 

 

 
 

Membership 
 

You can join the El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce at any time during the year. The application for 
Membership in the El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce is found at 
https://www.elsobrantechamber.com/product/membership/ 
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Summer Volunteer Workshop  

at Cloverfield Farm 
 
We are having a weekday volunteer event on Thursday, July 21, from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm. We are 
inviting volunteers to come join us in getting seasonal farm chores done outside of our normal u-pick 
weekend hours. As you might imagine, we have a 'to do' list that is never-ending and calls for additional 
hands to keep things well-managed, as best we can. 
 
Activities we have tentatively planned include:  

• Spraying compost tea to enrich the microbial life on our fruit trees and grapevines so that 
they are better-protected from diseases and insects,  

• Hand-weeding between the pomegranate trees and irises along the driveway, 
• Sheet-mulching with wood chips and cardboard to define walkways and discourage annual 

weeds, 
• Amending trees and shrubs with our "Magic Mix" of organic soil nutrients, 
• Processing and packaging dried herbs for sale in the farm shed, 
• Thinning out the rhubarb bed and potting up some of the rhubarb 'thinnings' for sale, 
• Clearing of wild blackberry vines spreading out beneath the olive trees, 
• Building up the soil where we will be planting more fruit trees next winter, 
• And possibly more, depending on the number of volunteers.  

We will provide tools, drinking water, coffee, and light snacks. Participants of all ages and levels of 
experience can participate. Wear sturdy shoes, garden gloves, a wide-brimmed hat, and clothes that you 
don't mind getting dirty. We ask that you sign a release of liability, and we can provide this to you ahead 
of time so you have a chance to review it before signing.  Please let us know if you will be coming and 
provide us with your email address. We can be reached through our website or by email at 
Cloverfield@gmail.com. 
 

Supervisor Gioia Announces New District 
Coordinator for El Sobrante, Edgar Rosales 

I'm pleased to announce our newest staff member who'll help us in our work serving ALL West County 
residents and striving to achieve health and equity for all. Please join us in welcoming Edgar Rosales! 

Edgar grew up in Richmond’s Atchison Village and has a passion for public service, equity, and justice. 
He's another talented person to join us who got his start at the RYSE Youth Center (just like my second-
newest staff member, Tania Pulido!) and is a U.S. Army Veteran. He most recently worked in 
Congressman Mike Thompson’s Office. Edgar holds a BA in Political Economics from U.C. Berkeley (Go 
Bears!) and is a fluent Spanish speaker.  

He'll be my District Coordinator serving El Sobrante, Rollingwood, East Richmond Heights, and more, 
including code enforcement, animal services, and veterans issues. Edgar previously interned in the 
offices of Congressman Mark DeSaulnier, California Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond 
(then Assemblymember Tony Thurmond), and Assemblymember Buffy Wicks. When we came together 
to help establish the RYSE Youth Center many years ago, we knew it would help young people like Edgar 
thrive and become leaders!  Edgar is also an active member of Berkeley City College’s Veterans Club and 
UCB Cal Veteran Service Center, and a running and cycling enthusiast.  Most important, he's the proud 
uncle to two nieces and one nephew! 

Edgar fills the position previously held by our long-term staff member James F. Lyons, also a veteran. 
James served with distinction in my office for nearly 10 years, and has taken a position in our County 
Veterans Service Office, where he will continue his passionate work supporting our veterans. James 
made our office and our community better for having served with us and we will miss him.  

Please join me in welcoming Edgar and thanking James!  
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Masonic Hall 

5050 El Portal Drive, El Sobrante 
 

Hometown Holiday Faire 
Saturday, December 3, 2022 

 
 

Unique Holiday Gifts For Sale, Crafted by Local Artisans & Merchants 
Holiday Music in an Old Fashioned Holiday Setting 

 
Light Catered Lunch Available / $8.00 Donation 

Fresh Baked Goods & Beverages 
 

Presented by the El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce 
Proceeds benefit the Chamber Scholarship Fund 

 
 
 

Free Admission 
10:00am to 3:00pm 
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Emergency Alerts & Community Preparedness 

 
Invitation: Becoming a Fire Wise Community 
The Fire Departments at CC County and Richmond are collaborating with our West Contra Costa Fire 
Safe Council (WCCFSC) to make our community safer with regards to wildfires. Soheila Bana has been 
meeting with the County and City Fire Marshals, Chris Bachman and Eric Govan, respectively, and they 
are ready to help us become Fire Wise!  
 
Invitation to Zoom Community Gathering: 
Thursday, July 7th at 6:00 PM  
Join Zoom here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81821458348  
Meeting ID: 818 2145 8348  
One tap mobile. +16699006833,,81821458348# 

• Subject: How to Become A Fire Wise Community 
• Speakers:  

Contra Costa County Fire Marshal, Chris Bachman 
Richmond Fire Marshal, Eric Govan 
94803 Emergency Preparedness Alliance 
Send an email to SoheilaBana@gmail.com to join the alliance and learn about wildfire safety, 
evacuation drills, disaster preparedness and similar community issues. 

   
Stroll Application found at https://www.elsobrantechamber.com/stroll/   
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SHOP AT CENTRAL FOODS 

4352 Appian Way 
El Sobrante, CA 94803 

Hours 8 am - 9 pm Sunday 8 am - 8 pm 
 

Fresh produce, dairy, meat, canned goods, packaged foods:Come see what we have! 
 

Enjoy our huge selection 
FOODS FROM ALL CULTURES 

AMAZING VARIETY   
 

SPAWNERS 
 

Love wildflowers, hate weeds? Help us tackle our regular Wilkie Creek maintenance on Saturday, July 16th 
from 9:30 AM to noon. Be sure to wear your sturdiest boots and bring a reusable water bottle; snacks and 
tools will be provided.  
 
On Tuesday, July 26th, join EBMUD's Supervising Fisheries and Wildlife Biologist Bert Mulchaey for a walk 
around Pavon Creek and learn more about his team's work to restore the area's wetland ecosystem. Contact 
Program Coordinator Lauren Iverson at lauren.iverson@thewatershedproject.org for more information, or 
check our website spawners.org for additional meet-up details. 
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