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______________________________________________________________ 

Serving the El Sobrante Business Community Since 1957 

About Town 

The El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce Monthly Newsletter 
 

August 2022 
 

President's Message 
 
Your El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce spent July continuing the groundwork for the best El 
Sobrante Stroll ever.  We participated in a lovely mega-mixer in Crockett with the other Chambers 
of Commerce in the area and I was the featured speaker at the West County Forum along with the 
President of the El Cerrito Chamber of Commerce.   
 
We have had a change of focus re the Arts District being created in the area around the triangle, as 
there is a very capable group of non-profit groups and artists working on this.  The Chamber is 
excited to see the transformation of this area. We have established an improvement fund to help 
with the painting of murals on commercial properties in the area being transformed into an Arts 
District.  If you either want to donate or have a building or wall you would like to have a mural on, 
please contact us.  
 
Our focus is putting on great events like the El Sobrante Stroll and the Hometown Holiday Faire, 
hosting grand openings, having mixers, granting scholarships to deserving high school seniors who 
plan to attend community college, and reducing commercial vacancies in the El Sobrante Valley. 
 
Our August mixer will be at The Pool Doctor and will be a delayed grand opening as there was one 
planned when the pandemic struck.  It will be on August 17th from 5:30  -7:30 pm at the Pool 
Doctor. 
 
Speaking of events, we are excited about the first annual Community Holiday Celebration to be 
held on December 10th in the parking lot of Mechanics Bank on San Pablo Dam Road, where 
children will be able to have their pictures taken with Santa with the donation of an unwrapped toy. 
There will be food trucks and carolers and the winners of the Light up the Town contest (details to 
be published in a future issue)  will be announced.  
 
In our efforts to make El Sobrante a more appealing place to live and shop, we want to help fill 
commercial vacancies.  With the pandemic, some businesses have closed. Others have gone to 
remote work, creating more vacancies. Empty storefronts are a blight on a community.  We will 
reach out to property owners to determine their goals and the best use for the property.  If you 
own a vacant commercial property in the 94803 area, please reach out to us to be included. 

 
The Stroll is only 6 weeks away and we are very excited to be “Back In The Saddle." 

 
Nicole Donn, President 
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2022 Chamber of Commerce 
 Officers & Directors 

 
President - Nicole Donn - US Financial Mortgage Lending 
Vice President - Judy Ward - SPAWNERS, Friends of the El Sobrante Library 
Treasurer - Su Li - Lynden & Associates CPA Services 
Secretary - Beverly Wallace - West County Resident  
Jose Velarde - El Sobrante Town Garage 
Edgar Rosales - Staff Member for El Sobrante for Supervisor Gioia 
Cathy Werner - MPA Healthcare Professional 
Harry Wiener - West County Wastewater District Board Member 
Jury Zamora - Manager, El Sobrante Branch, Mechanics Bank 
Marie Carayanis - Resident, retired business owner 
Jim Cowen - Farmers Insurance 
Mark Croda - Retired business owner, and Past President, ESCC 
Susan McCloskey - Resident, retired business owner 
Bob Sharp - Commercial property owner 
Donnie Beeler - Director, Special Olympics 

 

2022 Chamber Board Meetings  
 
Board meetings are usually held on the first Monday of every month at 5:15 pm. We will meet 
by Zoom on August 8, 2022. Nicole Donn will send out the Zoom link before the meeting. The 
2022 meetings are scheduled to be held on the dates below: 
 
January 3 February 7 March 7 April 4 
May 2 June 6 July 11 August 1 
September 12 October 3 November 7 December 5 

 
 

FREE Business Videos on Chamber Website 
 
The El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce is hosting videos promoting your place of business on 
our website’s home page. We are asking that you shoot a quick video to describe your business 
and what you offer. We ask that this video be approximately one minute long, and follow the 
guidelines at https://www.elsobrantechamber.com/video-promotions/  We now host seven 
different business videos on the Chamber website home page (scroll 
down):  https://www.elsobrantechamber.com/ 
  
Please send your video to my email address below and we will get your video online as soon as 
possible. If you have any questions, or would like some help with your video, please let me 
know by calling my cell number, 510-364-5131.  
 
Thomas Lang 
Chair, El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Committee 
Co-Chair, El Sobrante Stroll Committee, El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce 
email:    tlangesmac.cc@gmail.com 
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BOOK SALE, Friends of the El Sobrante Library, 
Saturday, August 6, 2022 

 
The Friends of the El Sobrante Library will hold a Book Sale on Saturday, August 6, from 10 am to 2 pm, 
at the Fahden House, at the back of the Library parking lot. Masks are recommended. The Friends will be 
selling Memberships.  Member hours will be 10 am to noon, and the general public will be admitted to the 
sale from 12 pm to 2 pm.  
 
This month we are featuring Best Sellers. A Friend of the El Sobrante Library donated a variety of lightly-
read NY Times selections. Look for the featured books as you enter the Fahden House. All proceeds from 
books sales fund library programs. Hope to see you there!  
 
       

 
 
 

The September issue of ABOUT TOWN will be published on September 1, 2022. Ads or articles must be 
submitted not later than 5:30 pm on Thursday, August 25, 2022, to guarantee inclusion in the newsletter.  
Written pieces must be sent in WORD format (NO PDFs); art/ads should be a JPEG, GIF or PNG file. Send 
your submissions for consideration to mlbooz@calnatives.com .  The newsletter’s editorial committee has 
final determination on all newsletter content.  
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Mortgage Minute 

by Nicole Donn  
 
Anyone making under 80% of the AMI (average median income) which is $120,880 in Contra Costa or 
Alameda County or $86,960 in Solano county, and who has not owned property for the past 3 years may 
be eligible for up to 10% down payment assistance in the form of a fully forgivable 0% interest rate 
second mortgage.   All you have to do is live in the house and pay the first mortgage on time to get the 
second forgiven over a 5 year period, with 20% being forgiven each year. The 1099 for this is spread out 
over a 5-year period. At least one of the buyers must take a homebuyer education class which is great as 
knowledge is power.  A well-informed homeowner is more likely to maintain and be able to afford their 
house. 
 
The program is available on both conventional and FHA loans and enables one to get into homeownership 
with nothing out of pocket!  That’s right, no money out of the buyer’s pocket!  In addition, the interest 
rate is very competitive and is slightly below the prevailing rate in the market. 
 
The loan is available for single family residences, townhouses, and condominiums.  No duplexes or other 
multi-unit properties are allowed but ADUs, in-laws and guest units may be eligible.  
  
When initially contacting us for your free preapproval, you will want to have this list of documents and 
information available 

• Pay stubs 
• Bank statements 
• Employment history 
• Previous tax returns 

This program is offered by a very reliable housing agency, CalHFA . The following is their blurb about the 
program. 

Home equity has proven to be one of the strongest ways for families to build and pass on 
intergenerational wealth and CalHFA is committed to improving equitable access to homeownership for all 
Californians. The Forgivable Equity Builder Loan gives first-time homebuyers a head start on this with 
immediate equity in their homes via a loan that is forgivable if the borrower continuously occupies the 
home as their primary residence for five years. 

The Forgivable Equity Builder Loan is a forgivable subordinate loan program that may only be used with a 
CalHFA first mortgage. 

We at US Financial Mortgage Lending are proud to be the premier lender in this area offering this 
excellent program and invite you to contact us at 510-758-3035 or ndonn@gemcorp.com to find out how 
much house you qualify for.  There is no cost or obligation. We love giving back to our community! 

 
Membership 

 
You can join the El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce at any time during the year. The benefits of joining 

and the application for Membership are on the El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce website, at 
https://www.elsobrantechamber.com/product/membership/ 
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BUSINESS OF THE MONTH FOR AUGUST 2022 
The Pool Doctor 

5070 Appian Way 
El Sobrante, CA 94803 

(510) 223-7537 
 

The Chamber of Commerce has voted The Pool Doctor our Business of the Month for August 2022.  What 
was thought to be new paint on the building was actually an upgrade in their security system.  A blue 
screen was added to the fence surrounding the property due to some recent thefts of catalytic 
converters.  This, along with other measures, have been employed to further secure the business.  We 
still think it looks great! See photo below on page 10.  
 
The Pool Doctor has been servicing and repairing Bay Area pools and spas since 1956.  Owners Gary and 
Kelly Heath have a philosophy to provide the most dependable, reliable and knowledgeable pool and spa 
service in the industry.  And each one of their employees shares in their commitment to excellence. 
 
The Pool Doctor provides full maintenance and upkeep of your pool, including cleaning, consultation and 
chemical treatment.  Each pool is visited on a schedule that's customized to meet the client's needs.  
The Pool Doctor specializes in pool and spa automation and integration services, including automated 
chemical control, remote smart phone control applications and energy-efficient equipment.  They can 
even make underwater repairs by utilizing a team of SSI certified scuba divers. 
 
Don't miss the Chamber's August Mixer, which will be hosted by The Pool Doctor and will take place at 
5070 Appian Way, on August 17th, at 5:30pm.  It is also a day of customer appreciation and 
celebration. 
 
 

CLOVERFIELD FARM PRODUCE THIS MONTH 
 
Cloverfield Farm is thriving at the height of the summer season. They have many healthy, amazing fruits 
and vegetables available for picking. Their business model is that you go to the farm, and pick the 
vegetables and fruits you want, and pay for them on the way back to your car.   
 
Here are some of the available foods: Some of their grapes ripen from early August into September; two 
of their favorites are Marechal Foch and Emeryville Pink; summer vegetable staples that are ripening 
now include sweet corn, cucumbers, tomatoes, peppers, tomatillos, and squash; wild Himalayan 
blackberries continue to ripen over the long Summer days of August. The variety and quality is superb! 
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Masonic Hall 

5050 El Portal Drive, El Sobrante 
 

Hometown Holiday Faire 
Saturday, December 3, 2022 

 
 

Unique Holiday Gifts For Sale, Crafted by Local Artisans & Merchants 
Holiday Music in an Old Fashioned Holiday Setting 

 
Light Catered Lunch Available / $8.00 Donation 

Fresh Baked Goods & Beverages 
 

Presented by the El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce 
Proceeds benefit the Chamber Scholarship Fund 

 
 
 

Free Admission 
10:00am to 3:00pm 
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Stroll Application found at https://www.elsobrantechamber.com/stroll/   

 

 
Photo from website: Central Foods EL Sobrante Google image 

 
SHOP AT CENTRAL FOODS 

4352 Appian Way 
El Sobrante, CA 94803 

Hours 8 am - 9 pm Sunday 8 am - 8 pm 
 

Fresh produce, dairy, meat, canned goods, packaged foods: Come see what we have! 
 

Enjoy our huge selection 
FOODS FROM ALL CULTURES 

AMAZING VARIETY   
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SPAWNERS 
 

Help SPAWNERS tackle weeds at Wilkie Creek on Saturday, August 20th from 9:30 AM to noon. Be sure to 
wear your sturdiest boots and bring a reusable water bottle; snacks and tools will be provided. In 
preparation for Coastal Cleanup Month this September, SPAWNERS is partnering with the El 
Sobrante/94803 Green Team to plan a community-wide cleanup event on September 24 — and we need 
your help! If you're interested in helping us plan children's activities, outreach for donations, distribute 
signage, and more, join us for a kick-off Zoom meeting on Wednesday, August 3rd at 5 PM. Contact 
Program Coordinator Lauren Iverson at lauren.iverson@thewatershedproject.org for more information, or 
check our website spawners.org for additional details. Thanks! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
NEW WELCOME SIGN FOR EL SOBRANTE 

 

 
Bob Davis took the initiative to get the Welcome to El Sobrante sign repainted and refurbished, 
and it looks terrific now!  Bob Davis and Bob Sharp both took photos of the sign, on San Pablo 
Dam Road heading west from Orinda.  
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MIXER TABLE 
Mixers are held from 5:30 pm to 7 pm, usually on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 
August 17 The Pool Doctor 

2070 Appian Way 
Grand Re-Opening 
Celebration and Mixer 

September - No Mixer STROLL Sept 18, 9 am to 4 
pm 

Appian Way to El Portal 
Parade at 10 am 

October 19  Scott Tuffnell, Realtor, now in 
the Chamber office  

3769 San Pablo Dam Road, 
Suite B, El Sobrante 

November 16 Elks Lodge  3932 San Pablo Dam Road, El 
Sobrante 

December 21 Mechanics Bank 3884 San Pablo Dam Road, El 
Sobrante 

 

THE POOL DOCTOR GRAND OPENING  
CEREMONY AND MIXER 

 

All Welcome! 
 

August 17, 2022 
5:30 - 7:00 pm 

 

at The Pool Doctor 
5070 Appian Way 

El Sobrante 
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THE EL SOBRANTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
www.ElSobranteChamber.com 
3769 – B San Pablo Dam Road 
El Sobrante, CA  94803 
Office: 510-815-9307 


