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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
May was a good month for your El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce, highlighted
by a well-attended mixer at US Financial Mortgage Lending. It was our first inperson mixer since before the pandemic and, in spite of being at the same time
as a playoff Warriors game, the event was full of members of the community.
We have started an improvement fund to paint murals in the area around the
junction between Appian Way, Valley View and Sobrante Ave., and are asking the
community for input on the name for the area. The Chamber refers to it as the
“Uptown Arts District” and another group developing the old Adachi property are
using the working title of “Triangle Arts District." Please let us know what you
prefer or if you have a better idea. Here is a survey for you to help choose. We
will also post on NextDoor and Facebook to get as many responses as possible.
All votes will be entered into a drawing for a $25 gift card. Voting deadline is
Thursday, June 23rd at midnight. Please include your name, phone and email.
Proposed Names:
_____ The Triangle Uptown Arts District
_____ Uptown Arts District
_____ Triangle Arts District
_____ The Triangle Community and Arts District
Murals not only add color, life and beauty to an area, but also discourage graffiti.
Your Chamber of Commerce is here to help polish this gem that is El Sobrante,
and with your involvement, we can do just that. We need your help; please
volunteer. Your input and suggestions are very welcome. A clean, safe, beautiful
El Sobrante is our goal and we need your help to achieve that. Donations to the
improvement fund are always gratefully accepted. Exterior paint and painting
supplies are also welcome donations. To contribute and for further info, email
TriAngDistrict@gmail.com.
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Speaking of volunteer opportunities, the El Sobrante Stroll is on this year after a
two year hiatus due to the pandemic and it going to be the best one ever. The
stroll theme for the year is “Back in the Saddle” and we are back!!! If you are
available to help, please let us know.
We are also looking forward to seeing you at our first Breakfast for Business since
before the pandemic on June 22 (more details in this newsletter).
We are Back in the Saddle and looking forward to making our town the best it
can be!!
Nicole Donn, President

2022 Chamber of Commerce
Officers & Directors
President - Nicole Donn - US Financial Mortgage Lending
Vice President - Judy Ward - SPAWNERS, Friends of the El Sobrante Library
Treasurer - Su Li - Lynden & Associates CPA Services
Secretary - Beverly Wallace - West County Resident
Jose Velarde - El Sobrante Town Garage
Naif Nudish - Central Foods
Cathy Werner - MPA Healthcare Professional
Harry Wiener - West County Wastewater District Board Member
Jury Zamora - Manager, El Sobrante Branch, Mechanics Bank
Marie Carayanis - Resident, retired business owner
Jim Cowen - Farmers Insurance
Mark Croda - Retired business owner, and Past President , ESCC
Susan McCloskey - Resident, retired business owner
Bob Sharp - Commercial property owner
Donnie Beeler - Resident

2022 Chamber Board Meetings
Board meetings are usually held on the first Monday of every month at 5:15 pm. We
will meet by Zoom on June 6. Nicole Donn will send out the Zoom link before the
meeting. The 2022 meetings are scheduled to be held on the dates below:
January 3
May 2
September 5

February 7
June 6
October 3

March 7
July 11
November 7
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April 4
August 8
December 5

SPAWNERS
Join SPAWNERS for a public workday on Saturday 6/18. We'll meet at
the Wilkie Creek restoration site (near 4805 Santa Rita Road in
Richmond, CA) at 9:30 a.m. Please bring sturdy shoes; we'll
provide gloves, water, and snacks. Hope to see you there!

Chamber Still Hosting FREE Business Videos
On Chamber Home Page
In an effort to support our business community, the El Sobrante Chamber of
Commerce is hosting videos promoting your place of business on our website.
We are asking that you shoot a quick video, using your cell phone camera or a
video camera, to describe your business and what you offer. We ask that this
video be approximately one minute long, and follow the guidelines provided
below. We now host seven different business videos on the Chamber website
home page (scroll down): https://www.elsobrantechamber.com/
Please send your video to my email address below and we will get your video
online as soon as possible. If you have any questions, or would like some help
with your video, please let me know by calling my cell number below.
Thomas Lang
Chair, El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Committee
Co-Chair, El Sobrante Stroll Committee, El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce
email: tlangesmac.cc@gmail.com
mobile: 510-364-5131
Guidelines for making videos from your phone:
Landscape mode, not portrait (hold the phone or camera sideways)
Have a product, logo or storefront in the shot
Make sure there isn’t a lot of noise in the background
The light should be coming from in front to illuminate the face of the
presenter
The camera/cameraperson shouldn’t be directly in front, which can cause
a shadow on the presenter
Suggested script for restaurant or other business owners:
Use this script for your business and modify it as needed.
Hi, I am <name>, and I am <title such as owner or manager> of <restaurant
or business>. We want to let you all know that we’re available through pick-up
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and delivery. Feel free to call in your order at <phone number> for pickup or
use a delivery service <ubereats/doordash/grubhub, whichever you work
with> to have your order delivered. We hope you’re all safe and doing well,
and we can’t wait to see you in our <restaurant/business>. If you have any
questions, you can call us at our phone number <xxx-xxx-xxxx>. We are
practicing all safety protocols to protect our customers and staff, including
masks, gloves, and distancing.

BOOK SALE, Friends Of The El Sobrante
Library, Saturday, June 4, 2022
The Friends of the El Sobrante Library will hold a Book Sale on Saturday, June 4, from
10 am to 2 pm, at the Fahden House, at the back of the Library parking lot. Masks are
recommended. The Friends will be selling Memberships. Member hours will be 10 am
to noon, and the general public will be admitted to the sale from 12 pm to 2 pm.
This month's feature is BBQ and sides, recipes for perfect summer gatherings. We also
have sections for young children, tweens, and teens/young adults. We also now have
two shelves of large print books, plus many mysteries, romance novels, general fiction,
fantasy and science fiction, biographies and autobiographies, gardening, poetry, selfhelp, history, American history and other categories. Hope to see you there!
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Business of the Month
Jim Cowen Insurance Brokers
A Farmers Insurance Agency
5341 Valley View Rd, El Sobrante
510-222-7890
The June Business of the Month is Jim Cowen Insurance Brokers, located at the corner
of San Pablo Dam Road and Valley View Road. A new landlord has been spiffing up the
whole corner and Jim and his staff have been working on their exterior, with new
landscaping and paint.
Jim started as an El Sobrante business owner in 1986 with Mail Plus, and since 2000
has been a leading Insurance Broker. Representing Farmers Insurance, Hagerty
Collector Car Insurance, and more than 60 other carriers such as Safeco, Travelers,
Lloyds of London, and more, they provide “Family Insurance”, including auto, home,
life, and small business insurance.
Aside from business, Jim enjoys camping and hiking with his wife Karla, and time with
his adult kids Olivia and Zac. He served 18 years as a local Scoutmaster and 3 years
as Exalted Ruler of the Richmond Elks Lodge on San Pablo Dam Rd. He’s also served
his fellow business community as a
35 year El Sobrante Chamber
Director, including helping to staff
every single El Sobrante Stroll we’ve
had!
Cheryl has been at the front of the
office for 17 years. She loves Fridays
when she can sneak off to Tahoe for
hiking, exploring, bear-tracking, and
kayaking. As a long time travel
agent, she’s seen many parts of the
world. Her happiest activities are
spending time with her husband and
her adult kids.
Ryan has anchored the office for 7
years. He is a car buff, both new cars
and the classics. And, if you are
curious about Vintage Vacuum
Cleaner Collections, you need to chat
with Ryan! He and his wife are both
Bay Area natives.
Ryan, Cheryl and Jim are all fully licensed brokers. Stop by for experience, knowledge,
customer service, and the RIGHT insurance!
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Mortgage Minute
by Nicole Donn
Our topic for this month is the mortgage checkup. We offer our customers a free
annual credit consultation and mortgage review to make sure that they have the best
available terms. People in great physical condition may need only to get a medical
exam once every few years while those suffering from poor health have to check in
with their medical provider a lot more often. The same applies for financial condition.
If you have an 800 credit score and very little debt, you may need to check in only
once every few years, while those working on improving their financial situation will
want to check in at least once a year.
As part of the checkup, we look at the whole picture of our client’s financial situation
including family obligations, reliable transportation, and safe and desirable housing and
help determine if they can use their mortgage as a financial tool. We run different
scenarios including how to manage your existing mortgage in the most efficient way
possible as often thousands of dollars can be saved in the long run, by paying a little
extra each month or making a lump sum payment on occasion when bonuses or tax
refunds are received.
For those who are not yet homeowners, the checkup includes a preapproval or for
those who are not yet in a position to be preapproved, a gameplan for homeownership.
We have some really good credit improvement tools and for members of our
community who mention this article, we are offering a free preapproval or gameplan
for home ownership with a complimentary credit consultation.
We have all had ups and downs in life and are non-judgmental about your situation.
You can’t know what your possibilities are without asking, so please take advantage of
this opportunity.
At US Financial Mortgage Lending , we put ourselves into your financial shoes and
recommend what we would recommend for ourselves if we were you. Call 510-7583035 or email ndonn@gemcorp.com with your questions or scenario and we will show
you your options.

Membership For 2022!
Thank you to those who have renewed your membership in our Chamber for 2022, and we
welcome our new Chamber Members. Our membership year starts Feb 1, but if you haven't
submitted your Membership Application, we encourage you to complete the form, included in
just below. Once again, we are offering a 50% pandemic discount to assist our business
community and our resident Members. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me at: mariecofces@yahoo.com.We wish you a safe and prosperous 2022!
Marie Carayanis, Membership Chair, at mariecofces@yahoo.com.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Business Name______________________________Date______
Representative________________________________________
Resident’s Name______________________________________
Address_____________________________________________
City, State_____________________________Zip____________
Phone_______________________ Fax____________________
Email Address______________________Cell_______________
New- Referred by___________________________________
Renewal- year first joined_______________
Do you wish to appear on published mailing lists? yes no
Would you like to serve on a committee?
yes no
MEMBERSHIP DUES

ADVERTISING FEES

[Membership period February 1 through January 31 of following year, prorated only after August 31]

Paid annually as follows:
Business
[over 10 employees]
In-Home Business
Non-Profit Organization
Resident

Newsletter
Full Page
– per issue
- full year
Half Page
- full year
Qtr. Page
- full year
Business card, full year

$150
$200
$100
$100
$ 40

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$_____________
Pandemic Relief Disc 50% $ -____________
ADVERTISING FEES
$_____________
DONATIONS:
Beautification
$_____________
Scholarship
$_____________
TOTAL ENCLOSED
$_____________

$100
$600*
$350*
$200*
$100

*Complimentary website AD included for 2021*
ADVERTISING ART:
INCLUDED WITHIN
TO BE SENT SEPARATELY
USE PREVIOUS ART

JOIN/RENEW online at elsobrantechamber.com
or
COMPLETE FORM and RETURN WITH CHECK TO:
El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce
4460 Fieldcrest Dr. 
El Sobrante, CA 94803
ATTN: Membership
Membership is a great way to promote your business• A good source for business networking• Mixers & Special Events
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ESCOC App Form REV 01/2021

Benefits of Joining
The El Sobrante Chamber Of Commerce
1. El Sobrante Chamber Members get their own page on our website. This page
displays your logo, photos, and text with keywords for Search Engine Optimization (so you
are found at the top in Google searches, aka SEO), a map to your location, links to your
website and social media, and videos.
2. Members are promoted on our social media accounts. We will post about your
sales, events, services, and anything else you would like us to promote.
3. Members are promoted through our print and digital newsletters that are sent
out once a month.
4. Members have monthly opportunities to meet other community members and
business leaders at our popular mixers. Our first post-pandemic Mixer is May 18, 2022,
from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.
5. Members receive a generous welcome package with gifts and coupons from other
Chamber Members.
6. The El Sobrante Chamber provides an abundance of resources about our local
community.
7. Members are offered discounted booth spaces at our annual El Sobrante Stroll,
which is attended by approximately 25,000 people per year. The Stroll will be held in 2022.
The Stroll Application is below on pages 12-13.
8. The El Sobrante Chamber offers multiple workshops per year, in which experts
discuss topics that are helpful to business owners and their employees. Information on
2022 Workshops will be announced soon.
9. Members often receive special discounts from other Members’ businesses.
10. Current Members in good standing receive a $10 credit towards future dues for
each new Member they refer who joins the Chamber.
11. We can do Email Blasts for You. Our email list is almost 200 local businesses and
residents. We can let them know of a special event you are promoting.
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THE TRIANGLE COMMUNITY
AND ARTS DISTRICT:
“HELLO NEIGHBOR!”
WE ARE A GROUP OF LOCAL RESIDENTS BRINGING COMMUNITY
AND INTENTIONAL ARTS TO 94803
The arrival of the Good Table/Planting Justice Nursery and the Reach Out
Mode Foundation to the
Appian/Valley View/Sobrante Ave “Triangle” has inspired us
to develop this area into a vital community asset

THIS IS YOUR TOWN, HELP US CONTINUE
A VISION FOR THE TRIANGLE:
“To create, enhance, vitalize, and protect all social,
environmental, aesthetic, and community aspects of
a ‘Triangle District’ (final name tbd) that will:
• Develop and engage innovative and forward-thinking community;
• Foster local talents and expression in the arts and activism;
• Steer development and investment towards community-centric and
community relevant businesses and services;
• Improve the aesthetic and attraction of The Triangle as a destination;
• And create places where our artists can live, create and show their work.”
Our current base of activity is “The Shed” (under construction) on the Good
Table/Planting Justice property. Come help us build and equip The Shed, and build the
vision and community strategic plan.

We look forward to your collaboration and inputs!
Contact: TriAngDistrict@gmail.com
5166 Sobrante Ave. El Sobrante, CA 94803
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Survey - Name for Proposed Arts District
What name should we use for our new Arts District?
Send your completed survey to TriAngDistrict@gmail.com
All votes will be entered into a drawing for a $25 gift card. Voting
deadline is Thursday, June 23rd at midnight. Please include your name,
phone and email.

Proposed Names:
_____ The Triangle Uptown Arts District
_____ Uptown Arts District
_____ Triangle Arts District
_____ The Triangle Community and Arts District
To Volunteer with the Team Working on this Project, Contact
the team at TriAngDistrict@gmail.com. We Want and Need
Your Input and Help!
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Hometown Holiday Faire
Saturday, December 3, 2022

Free Admission
10:00am to 3:00pm

Masonic Hall
5050 El Portal Drive, El Sobrante
Unique Holiday Gifts For Sale, Crafted by Local Artisans & Merchants
Holiday Music in an Old Fashioned Holiday Setting
Light Catered Lunch Available / $8.00 Donation
Fresh Baked Goods & Beverages
Presented by the El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce
Proceeds benefit the Chamber Scholarship Fund
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Brand Your Business
Breakfast Networking Workshop

Wednesday, June 22, 2022 from 7:30-9:00 AM
Elks Lodge, 3931 San Pablo Dam Rd, El Sobrante
$15 for Full Breakfast Buffet
RSVP BY June 15th to marieofces@yahoo.com or
bevwallace1@aol.com.
Presentation by Vivian Wong, Legacy Branding
Also featuring Nicole Donn, El Sobrante Chamber President.
Learn valuable community news, including information about
upcoming Chamber events.
Thank you: Elks Lodge for their generosity in allowing us to use their
facility and to Susan of Top Notch Catering.
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Emergency Alerts & Community Preparedness
You are urged to sign up for the City and County emergency alerts via both Nixle and CWS,
respectively. Moreover, we suggest you join the 94803 Emergency Preparedness Alliance
by email to receive the almost weekly newsletter about community preparedness and public
safety.
NIXLE
Send a text to 888777 and enter your zip code
Or go to https://www.nixle.com/ and sign up
Community Warning System (CWS)
Go to https://cwsalerts.com/registration/ and sign up. Or send an email to cwsstaff@so.cccounty.us (Save 925-655- 0195 as the Community Warning System & Allow
"emergency bypass" so it will go through when your phone is on "Do Not Disturb.")
94803 Emergency Preparedness Alliance
Send an email to SoheilaBana@gmail.com to join the alliance and learn about wildfire
safety, evacuation drills, disaster preparedness and similar community issues.

The July issue of ABOUT TOWN will be published on July 1, 2022.
Ads or articles must be submitted not later than 5:30 pm on Wednesday, June 25, 2022, to guarantee
inclusion in the publication. Written pieces must be sent in WORD format (NO PDFs); art/ads should be
a JPEG, GIF or PNG file. Send your submissions for consideration to mlbooz@calnatives.com
The newsletter’s editorial committee has final determination on all newsletter content.
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EL SOBRANTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
27th ANNUAL EL SOBRANTE STROLL
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2022
PARADE 11:00 AM – STROLL TO 4:00 PM
Your Name: _________________________________________________________________
Business Name: ______________________________________________________________
Type of Business: ____________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________Fax: ___________________E-Mail: _______________________
Participating in Parade: Yes_____ No _____
Booth Specifications: MAXIMUM SPACE SIZE IS 12’ X 12’
Product or service you will be offering: ___________________________________________
Using: Tent/Canopy _____ Table Only _____ Other ______________________________
(Please specify)
FEES (Include Booth Space and One T-Shirt)
Non-Profit Organization ( schools, churches, etc.) ________________________ $ 90.00
Crafter____________________________________________________________ 100.00
Business __________________________________________________________
140.00
Dam Road Business – (See Page 2)_____________________________________ 105.00
Food Booth ________________________________________________________ 140.00
Food Booth Applications must be returned by AUGUST 1ST. (See Page 2).
Bands, Demonstrations & Entertainment must have prior approval. No Fee.
One Free T-Shirt (included with booth fee):
Mens Sizes:
MED ___ L ___ XL ___ XXL ___ XXXL ___
Ladies Sizes: MED ___ L ____
Additional T-Shirts available @ 10.00 ea.
Mens Sizes:
MED ____ L ___ XL ___ XXL ___ XXXL ___
Ladies Sizes: MED ____ L ___
Total additional T-Shirts:
Quantity ____ @ $10.00 each = $ _______
Total amount enclosed:
$ _______
Make check payable to El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce.
Mail to: Marie Carayanis, 4460 Fieldcrest Drive, El Sobrante, 94803
For booth information: e-mail: mariecofces@yahoo.com.
Chamber Website: www.elsobrantechamber.com.
2022 Stroll Application.

Page 1
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Stroll Application Continued
BOOTH CATEGORIES
Non-Profit Organizations – Any organization which can provide proof of non-profit status
with this application. If selling food or beverages see Food Booth description below.
Crafters – Home made products only – not food. Original hand-crafted work in any media by
the artist who is present.
Business – licensed business, resale manufactured products.
Dam Road Businesses – REMINDER – If you do not send in an application and fee, the
Stroll Committee will place another booth in front of your store on the street. All sidewalks
must remain clear per Contra Costa County requirements. A SPECIAL RATE OF $105.00 FOR
BUSINESSES ON THE DAM ROAD.
Food Booth – Commercial or non-profit groups selling or sampling foods/beverages prepared
on or off-site for immediate or later consumption. Must comply with County Health Department
requirements and pay an additional licensing fee of $118.00. Make check payable to the El
Sobrante Chamber of Commerce
PARADE NOTES
Line up – Parade begins at 11:00 am. Line up starts at 10:00 am at the Walgreen’s parking
lot, but location may be subject to change. The parade line begins at the drive thru pharmacy
and goes behind the building.
Parking - The Walgreens parking lot is NOT for parade participant parking. Walgreen’s
is still open for business, and any parking should be SHORT TERM. We appreciate Walgreen’s
for letting us use their lot. Usually public parking is available at the Masonic Lodge lot and a
Stroll Shuttle will be available.
CANCELLATION POLICY Weather: No cancellation for weather—the stroll goes on rain or
shine.
COVID-19: In the event local governments impose restrictions and requirements pertaining to
COVID-19 that cause cancellation, applications received on or before July 31, 2022 will
be issued a FULL REFUND, if cancellation occurs by August 15, 2022, or a 50% refund if
cancellation is after that date. If you wish for a potential refund to be credited towards fees for
next year’s stroll, please indicate below.
___Please credit a potential refund towards next year’s fees
Applications received after July 31, 2022 will not be issued a refund.
Note for Sponsors: The Stroll T-shirt will not be dated. In the event local government
restrictions pertaining to COVID-19 prohibit or severely impact the event, we will sell/distribute
the t-shirt at the next Stroll.
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SHOP AT CENTRAL FOODS
4352 Appian Way
El Sobrante, CA 94803

Enjoy our huge selection
FOODS FROM ALL CULTURES
AMAZING VARIETY
Fresh produce, dairy, cheeses, meat, canned goods,
packaged foods: Come see what we have!

Everything You Could Want
Hours 8 am - 9 pm
Sunday 8 am - 8 pm
18

El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce Members
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Business
**Alpha Tax
Service**
Appian Express Mart
& Gas
Ameriprise Financial
Services, Porter,
Ritchie & Associates
Bartels Realty
Bay Realty CA

Contact
John Kelso, EA

Business
Park Lane Jewelry

Contact
Dawn Biocca

Ashok Attri

**Planchon
Roofing**
Professional Property
Management

Doug Planchon

BB's Laundromat

Ben Blair

Rixen Chiropractic
**Security Pacific
Storage**
**SPAWNERS**

** Bill's
Underground**
Burgess Allard Group
CASA of Contra Costa
County
**Castle Rock Wealth
Management**
Central Foods
Cloverfield Organic
Farm
Contra Costa
Protective Services
El Sobrante Historical
Society
El Sobrante Town
Garage
El Sobrante Methodist
Church
Feagley Real Estate
Fisk Termite Control
Godfather's
Limousine Service
Hair Fashion
Joyceanne's
Consignment
Legacy Branding
Lucy's Coin & Jewelry
Pawn
Lynden & Company
Meals on Wheels
West Contra Costa
Mechanics Bank
Pack Leader Training

Bill & Donna Schupp

Shanti Wines

Dr. Dan Rixen
Melissa & Enrique
Serrano
Lauren Iverson, Judy
Ward
Ray Sharma

Karen Schminke
Gordana Zura

Sinclair Financial
St. Joseph Catholic
School
**US Financial
Mortgage Lending**
Vegan N' Chicken
Wadsworth Glass

Lindy Sinclair
Natalie Lenz-Acuna

West County
Wastewater District
Wilson & Kratzer

Harry Wiener

Scott Tuffnell

Emily Pickens Jones

**Windermere
Rowland Realty**
Resident

Robert Sibley
Tony Raffanelli

Resident
Resident
Resident

Marie Carayanis
Rena Estes
John S. Koepke

Maria Medrano
Brenda Fuller

Resident
Resident

Su Li
Susan McCloskey

Vivian Wong
Abigail MieLcarek

Resident
Resident

Shirley Sharp
Robert Sharp

Thomas Lynden
Rod Chiuu, Denise
Quiros
Jury Zamora
Jonathan Wong

Resident
Resident

Beverly Wallace
Cathy Werner

Resident
Resident

Harry Wiener
Debbie Wold

Mark Porter
Renee Bartels
Michael Price-Brown

Bob Davis
Naif Nudish
Susan Truscott
M. Kahn
Donald Bastin
Jose Velarde

** Members with Ads in the Newsletter
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Diana Escobar

Nicole Donn
Shabbel A. Abbam
Zion Jerge

Celina Hernandez

Donnie Beeler

El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce
About Town Newsletter
June 2022

s
THE EL SOBRANTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
www.ElSobranteChamber.com
3769 – B San Pablo Dam Road
El Sobrante, CA 94803
Office: 510-815-9307
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