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Chicago’s Pizza With A Twist 
Grand Opening 

3716 San Pablo Dam Road, Suite A 
Monday, Feb 4, 2 – 4 pm 
Taste Their Specialties! 

See You THERE! 
 

President’s Message 

Scott Tuffnell has been named the El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce 2018 Citizen of the Year.  
Here is his acceptance address: I am humbled at being named Citizen of the Year.  Past 
Honorees have been people who were in charge of a special project, or those who had a lifetime 
of service to the community. Occasionally they were someone who participated for several years 
in one of our community service groups, and I suppose I fall into that last category. 

What I know is that I did not earn this distinction on my efforts alone.  I was very happy to have 
my family join me at the Awards dinner last month.  The award belongs in part to them, as they 
have supported my activities within the chamber.  My wife Jenny, daughter Laura and her 
husband Spenser and my dad, Robert Tuffnell have all helped me have the time to spend on 
community projects.  Thank you, guys. 

I also have been supported by my peers and colleagues at work, and I’m grateful to have Mike 
and Renee Rowland, and Diane Cockrell there as well.  They have all supported the Chamber of 
Commerce for many years, and as you heard earlier, they were an early inspiration to my 
community service to both the Chamber and the Boys and Girls Club. 

I had the support of a great Board of Directors this past year. Together we completed a few 
projects and began work on others.  We finally revamped our website and newsletter, thanks 



especially to our Editor, Martha Booz, with the assistance of new board member, Lauren Hanley, 
and the input of the other members of the board.  I recently discovered the remarks I prepared in 
2005 when I was first elected President, and I had proposed redoing our website back then.  
Thank you all for your patience in getting that project completed! 

We produced another great stroll this past year.  Many thanks to Stroll Boss Bob Davis who 
directed the Stroll Committee for the last how many years, Bob?  Bob is also our treasurer, so he 
has shouldered two heavy duty positions on the board for quite a while.  Thank you so much, 
Bob, for your leadership with the Stroll, arguably El Sobrante’s premiere event. 

New Stroll Director Tom Lang has stepped up to take on the Stroll for the next 25 years, thank 
you, Tom. 

We began the process of installing new Welcome to El Sobrante signs.  Originally an idea 
brought to the board by Maurice, the project developed into an Eagle Scout project.  
Unfortunately, the scout had to move on because of the time it took to maneuver through 
bureaucracy of securing permission to locate and build more permanent pillars welcoming visitors 
and returning residents to our town.  We will pick this project up this year and my hope is to have 
them built and maybe even completed by our 26th Annual Stroll. Thank you, Maurice, I look 
forward to your input as we move forward with your proposal. 

We continue to publish our Business Directory, and distribute it to residents, businesses and new 
members.  Thank you, Marie and Judy, for continuing this publication.  We also have an online 
version; check it out at elsobrantechamber.com 

We accomplished these and other projects and events because of the incredible energy and 
enthusiasm of the members of the Chamber and leadership of the Board.  We are one of the few 
remaining “smaller” Chambers in the region.  Other Chambers have either dissolved or joined 
forces to accomplish what we do every day, serve our community.  We do it as volunteers, all of 
us giving our time, talent and energy to make El Sobrante a great place to live, work or run a 
business.  I cannot thank enough the members of the 2018 board for the time you have given to 
our community. 

I am excited to welcome three new members to the board for 2019.   Karla, Lauren and Tom, we 
all welcome you, and thank you in advance for the time you are prepared to give this community 
in the coming year.   

Thank you to every one of you who donates time, talent or treasure or supports a loved one who 
does; that makes El Sobrante the best kept secret in the Bay Area. 

Scott Tuffnell 

 

 

 

 

 



Former Adachi Nursery Changing Hands 
 
An announcement from the new buyers of the former Adachi Nursery: 
 
Mira Vista United Church of Christ, in collaboration with Planting Justice, is pleased 
to announce that we have come to an agreement with the owner of 5166 Sobrante 
Avenue, the site of the former Adachi nursery, to purchase the property.  
 
Once escrow closes, our initial plan will be to renovate the building into a coffeeshop, 
local marketplace, offices for our organizations, and community gathering space. The 
outside area will again become a nursery focusing on organic trees and other plants 
and equipment for gardeners. 
 
The process for going from sale to opening will likely take most of this year. We hope 
to enter escrow in February and then go through planning, permitting, and 
renovation. Once we do have site control, we hope you will help us clean-up and 
prepare the property for renovation. 
 
Many community leaders have already been engaged in this process and we are so 
very grateful to everyone who has been to a meeting or helped us in any way to 
achieve this dream. Great things are on the way for our beloved El Sobrante! If you 
want to hear more about this project going forward, please sign up for our email 
list at the GOOD Table, El Sobrante, and we’ll keep you in the loop. 
 
Written by Gavin Raders of Planting Justice, and Rev. Dr. Melinda V. McLain, 
melinda@melindamclain.com, Mira Vista United Church of Christ 
 

Justice	is	what	love	looks	like	in	public. 
- Dr. Cornel West 

 
Rev. Dr. Melinda V. McLain 

Pastor, Mira Vista UCC, El Cerrito, CA 
www.miravistaucc.org 

415-378-3193 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 2018 
Nerd Crossing, Jim Hammack, Chief Nerd 

 
Comments by Marie Carayanis 

 
Scott Tuffnell, Chamber President, and Jim Hammack, Founder and Chief Nerd of Nerd Crossing, Business 

of the Year 2018, photo from the Nerd Crossing Facebook page 
 

Jim is a long time Bay Area resident and moved here at the age of 10 after spending 
7 years of his childhood in New Zealand. He has over 20 years’ experience in the IT 
industry, including time at IBM and Charles Schwab with a BS in Electrical 
Engineering (Computers) from USC and an MBA. 
 
I am sure several of you here tonight know that to own your own business is a 24 
hour job.  To give up a comfortable 9 to 5 job, in order to realize your dream, is an 
even bigger gamble, and one not many people are willing to take. Jim took this step 
when he started NERD CROSSING.  Of course, in my biased opinion, the best right 
choice he ever made was marrying sweet Lisa.  
 
His business provides IT Services and Support to all of our local Communities. His 
reliable professional staff provides honest high quality technology services. But that 
isn’t all – he loves outdoor and travel photography. His favorite tropical destination is 
Kauai. Imagine  - he owns TWO – 1970 classic cars and if you visit his office, you 
know who his favorite Bay Area sports teams are – THE WARRIORS AND THE 
OAKLAND A’s.  



I know Jim is proud of his business success but he has done even more. He is a 
champion for local non-profits and proudly serves on several non-profit Boards.  He 
has served our local Boys and Girls Club since 2008, and in 2015 he was awarded 
the prestigious W. Clement Stone Award at the National Boys and Girls Clubs 
Conference in Chicago. This is one of the highest honors that can be given a local 
Club Board Member. He now serves on the National Area Council Committee for Boys 
and Girls Clubs of America.   
 
In my opinion, I believe being successful in owning your own business doesn’t mean 
only monetary success. Your life is enriched in knowing that you treat your 
customers fairly. You appreciate and do right by your employees and you make 
friendships that last a lifetime. Jim, you do all of this and that is why your Chamber 
is so proud to be presenting you with their Business of The Year Award for 2018.  
 
 

 
Jim Hammack, standing right, with his wife, Lisa. Lauren Hanley, the Chamber’s website guru, is in 
the back on the right. Mike and Renee Rowland are right middle. Diane Cockrell, Renee’s Mom, and 

Nick Carayanis in left middle, and Marie Carayanis to the left.  
CONGRATULATIONS JIM and NERD CROSSING. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2018 
Scott Tuffnell 

 
 

Scott discovered El Sobrante in 1999 while visiting his wife Jenny’s office.  Jenny and 
her brother, Vaughn Spunaugle, had their law office on Appian Way, next to Bianco’s 
Deli.  Scott was training to be a chef at the Contra Costa College Culinary School and 
would stop by the office after classes.  He watched the caterers going in and out of 
the deli and said that one day he would like to own a business like that.  A few 
months later, near the end of 1999, Scott was hired by the owner of Bianco’s to be 
the catering manager.   
 
A few months later the owner approached Scott to see if he wanted to buy the 
business.  A deal was struck, and Scott became the third owner of Bianco’s Deli.  He 
made a few changes, including changing the name to Bianco’s Deli and Catering, and 
went to work.  That same year he was approached by a member of the chamber to 
join as a way to promote the business.   
 
Within a year he was approached by the nominating committee to join the board.  
He got involved with several chamber activities, catered mixers and attended board 
meetings.  He got very involved with the Stroll, his first one as a vendor in 2001.  
The date of the Stroll was September 16, 2001.  Five days before the stroll, the 
country was attacked on September 11th.  The chamber considered cancelling the 
Stroll, but ultimately determined to go forth with the Stroll to allow the community 
to gather together and support each other.  Scott says that day showed him the 
value of being of service to the community like no other community event had 
before or since. 
 
In 2005 Scott was elected for the first time as President of the Board.  That year 
they moved the Stroll to the parking lot of the Boys and Girls Club after the board 
felt it needed a break from doing it on San Pablo Dam Rd.  During that day, while 
walking through the gym where the first (and only) annual  chili cook off was held, 
Scott met up with the Club director and another local businessman, Mike Rowland. 



They talked about how great a place the club would be for a Haunted House on 
Halloween.  Six weeks later, they and a great group of volunteers put on the first 
Boys and Girls Club Haunted House.  In January, 2009, Scott left the Deli business 
and went to work at his wife and brother-in-law’s law office.  At nights, he attended 
UC Berkeley Extension and received certification as a paralegal.  After five years at 
the law office, Scott approached Mike Rowland in 2014 about becoming a real estate 
agent.  He became a Realtor with Windermere Realty, and is now honored to be the 
Office Manager of Mike & Renee’s Pinole office. Scott was again elected to serve as 
Chamber Board President on December 14, 2016, and has been re-elected twice 
since then, currently serving as President for 2019. 
 
Scott says his accomplishments are the result of relentlessly looking for the path to 
success, and traveling that path with fellow journeymen, peers and co-workers, co-
conspirators and great friends.  Every challenge, each set-back was met with the 
determination to move ever forward, and to bring the community along with him. 
 

 
Scott with his wife Jenny on the front left, his daughter Laura, and her husband Spenser behind him, and 
his father, Bob Tuffnell and his father’s guest, Lauretta Stair, to the right. James Lyons, center back, from 

Supervisor Gioia’s office, made the award. Photo by Bob Sharp 
 
 

SPAWNERS FEBRUARY EVENTS 
 
Angela Pai on California Native Ferns Wednesday February 6, 7-8pm 

Elks Lodge, 3931 San Pablo Dam Road in El Sobrante 
 
Learn all about California native ferns from Angela Pai, a naturalist with the 
California Center for Natural History! She’ll cover ecology, basic identification, and 
common ferns in the area. Join us at the Elks Lodge in El Sobrante for this 
fascinating look at local ferns; look for the SPAWNERS sign at the Elks Lodge 
driveway, and enter through the building’s side door. 



 
 
Volunteer Work Party Saturday February 16, 9:30am-noon  
Wilkie Creek site, next to 4805 Santa Rita Road in Richmond 
 
Join us at our Wilkie Creek restoration site to learn about native plant gardening and 
help us restore this beautiful creekside park! No experience necessary. People with 
all levels of experience are welcome. Please wear sturdy shoes, comfortable work 
clothes, and bring a water bottle. SPAWNERS will provide tools, gloves, and snacks. 
  
Helen Fitanides 
Program Manager, The Watershed Project and SPAWNERS 
Email: helen@thewatershedproject.org 
Phone: 510-665-3538 
 

C4AGES February Event 
Meet Wednesday, February 20, 2018, 7 PM 
5424 Martis Ct., El Sobrante.  
Check the Chamber website for an update on the agenda

EL SOBRANTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
 

BOARD MEETINGS—Visitors Welcome 
Board meetings are held every month at 5:15 pm on the dates below at the Chamber 

Office, 3769-B San Pablo Dam Road. Park in Kaliente’s lot.  
 

January 7 February 4 March 4 April 1 
May 6 June 3 July 1 August 5 

September 9 October 7 November 4 December 2 
 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES 
STOP & SHOP IN EL SOBRANTE! 

 

2019 Chamber of Commerce Officers & Directors 
 
President: Scott Tuffnell: Realtor, Windermere Rowland Realty  
Vice-President: Mark Croda, Owner, Master Mechanic, El Sobrante Town Garage 
Treasurer: Bob Davis, Investment Advisor, Castle Rock Wealth Management 
Secretary: Beverly Wallace, Resident 
 

Directors:  
Maurice Abraham, Resident 
Marie Carayanis, Membership Chair  
Jim Cowen, Farmers Insurance 
Karla Amador Daza, Resident 

Nicole Donn, US Financial Mortgage  Lending 
Lauren Handley, Nerd Crossing 
Tom Lang, Resident 
Susan McCloskey, Resident 



Barbara Pendergrass, Resident  
Sonny Randhawa, All State Insurance Agent 

Bob Sharp, Independent Real Estate Agent  
Judy Ward, SPAWNERS 

Martha Booz, Newsletter Editor and Website Manager

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH FOR FEBRUARY 
 

Spicy Bite Indian Street Food 
3550 San Pablo Dam Road, Suite B2 

El Sobrante, CA 94803 
 

Malwinder Mavi and his wife, Harkamaljit moved here from Toronto, Canada about five 
years ago to be closer to family.  I met them both at their Spicy Bite restaurant located 
in Plaza Sobrante on San Pablo Dam Road.  Spicy Bite is our Business of the Month for 
the month of February.  And although I did most of my talking with Malwinder, he 
made it very clear that he drives a truck for a living and that Spicy Bite was completely 
run by the "ladies."  He motioned to his wife who was cooking some fresh Indian bread 
called Kulcha.   
 
Malwinder misses the snow in Toronto but doesn't miss shoveling his driveway every 
morning.  Harkamaljit, on the other hand, doesn't miss the snow at all and loves the 
climate here. They both like living in El Sobrante but quickly discovered a lack of what 
they call "Indian street food" available in the area.  He described this type of food as 
south-Indian and Indo-Chinese cuisine.  
 
About a year ago, Harkamaljit opened up Spicy Bite.  They were happy to find a 
vacancy at Plaza Sobrante, at 3550 San Pablo dam Road, Suite B2.  This spot is ideal 
because of its proximity to the Sikh Temple and the busy San Pablo Dam Road, says 
Malwinder. 
 
Spicy Bite makes all of their dishes to order.  Everything is made fresh. They are open 
every day, except Mondays, from 11 AM until 9 PM.  You can drop by the restaurant or 
place an order with www.doordash.com and have your food delivered. 
 

Congratulations to Spicy Bite, Indian Street Food, 
our Business of the Month for February. 

 

    



Spic Bite Store Front, and Harkmaljit and Parminder ready to serve you. Photos by Bob Sharp 
 
 

     
 

        
 

   

 
 
Notes on recycling & waste pick up programs: 
 
California has a mattress recycling program; click here for more details.  Also, Republic 
Services provides one free pickup per year for bulky items or e-waste, and two additional 
pickups for items in trash bags. Call to schedule or for additional info: 510-262-7100 or visit 
their website for more information. 
 
Helpful numbers: 
Broken hydrant or flooding in the street: 1-866-40-EBMUD 
Debris found in the creek or anywhere around town: 1-800-No-Dumping



 

Understanding the new tax law 
 

  
 

El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce and Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc  
invite you to a special seminar, 

How the new tax laws may impact you &  
Qualified Business Income Deduction – 199A 

 
Please join Mark Anthony Porter, Managing Director with 

Porter, Ritchie and Associates, A private wealth advisory practice  
of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.  

 
During this complimentary seminar, we will discuss: 

x An overview of the new tax law 
x Provisions of the new tax law 
x Next steps and how to work with your advisor to assess your 

situation  
Some of the most complex changes in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act are related to the 199A 

Deduction for Qualified Business Income (QBI) of Pass Through Entities. Join us to:  
 

x Learn about the 2017 tax act objectives and results  
x Obtain an overview of the new 199A deduction including 

phase out ranges and limitations 
x Discuss the different types of qualified pass-through 

businesses  
 

Space is limited. Please make a reservation by 2/15/19 
 for you up to 3 guests.  

CALL: 415-743-9839   OR EMAIL: TRENT.SOVA@AMPF.COM 
 

This is an informational seminar. There is no cost or obligation.  
Please plan to attend where REFRESHMENTS/HORS D’ OEUVRES will be provided: 

 
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 20TH, 2019 5:30PM 

LOS CERROS MEXICAN GRILL, 4241 VALLEY VIEW ROAD, EL SOBRANTE, CA 94803 
 
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. and its affiliates do not offer tax or legal advice. Consumers should consult with their tax advisor or attorney 
regarding their specific situation. 
 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.  
© 2018 Ameriprise Financial Inc. All rights reserved.                                                                             

 

 



   
 
 

 

         
 
 

 
         

 
 



 
BENEFITS OF JOINING THE 

EL SOBRANTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
1. El Sobrante Chamber Members get their own page on our website. 
This page displays your logo, photos, and text with keywords for Search 
Engine Optimization (so you are found at the top in Google searches, aka 
SEO), a map to your location, links to your website and social media, and 
videos. 

2. Members are promoted on our social media accounts. We will post 
about your sales, events, services, and anything else you would like us to 
promote. 

3. Members are promoted through our print and digital newsletters 
that are sent out once a month. 

4. Members have monthly opportunities to meet other community 
members and business leaders at our popular mixers. 

5. Members receive a generous welcome package with gifts and coupons 
from other Chamber Members. 

6. The El Sobrante Chamber provides an abundance of resources about 
our local community. 

7. Members are offered discounted booth spaces at our annual El 
Sobrante Stroll, which is attended by approximately 25,000 people per year. 

8. The El Sobrante Chamber offers multiple workshops per year, in 
which experts discuss topics that are helpful to business owners and their 
employees. Upcoming workshops include presentations on SEO, taxes, 
insurance, social media marketing, and more. 

9. Members often receive special discounts from other Members’ 
businesses. 

10. Current members in good standing receive a $10 credit towards 
future dues for each new member they refer who joins the Chamber. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 
 

Business Name______________________________ Date______ 
Representative________________________________________ 
Resident’s Name______________________________________ 
Address_____________________________________________ 
City, State_____________________________ Zip____________ 
Phone_______________________ Fax____________________ 
Email Address______________________ Cell_______________ 
0 New- Referred by___________________________________ 
0 Renewal- year first joined_______________ 
Do you wish to appear on published mailing lists? 0yes 0no 
Would you like to serve on a committee?   0yes 0no 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES    ADVERTISING FEES 
[Membership period February 1 through January 31 of following year, prorated only after August 31] 
Paid annually as follows:      Newsletter  
Business   0$100    Full Page – per issue 0$100 
   [over 10 employees] 0$125      - full year 0$500* 
In-Home Business  0$ 80    Half Page - full year 0$350* 
Non-Profit Organization 0$ 80    Qtr. Page - full year 0$200* 
Resident   0$ 40    Business card, full year 0$100 
 
MEMBERSHIP DUES $_____________  *Complimentary website AD included for 2019* 
ADVERTISING FEES $_____________  ADVERTISING ART: 
DONATIONS:       0INCLUDED WITHIN 
 Beautification $_____________   0TO BE SENT SEPARATELY 
 Scholarship  $_____________   0USE PREVIOUS ART 
TOTAL ENCLOSED $_____________   

 
JOIN/RENEW online at elsobrantechamber.com  

or 
COMPLETE FORM and RETURN WITH CHECK TO: 

 
El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce 

3769-B San Pablo Dam Rd.  
El Sobrante, CA 94803 

ATTN: Membership 
 

Membership is a great way to promote your business• A good source for business networking• Mixers & Special Events 
ESCOC App Form REV 01/19 

 
    
 

 



          
 

   
 
 
New Members! Please Welcome Them to Our Community 

 
Law Office of Jennifer Tuffnell – Jenny Tuffnell 
Richmond-California Inner-City Adult Wrestling Club - James McGee. 
Resident - Tarah Ornelas  
Resident - Harold Jones  

 
Note: Everyone reading this Newsletter is invited to the 

Chamber of Commerce Mixers! Free!   
You don’t have to be a Chamber member to attend. 

 
El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce 

MIXER DATES 
Mixers are held monthly on the 2nd Wednesday 5:30 to 7:00 pm 

Mixer Dates for 2019—Dates are firm; Some Host Venues TBD 
January Installation Dinner January 12 

February 13 Chicago’s Pizza With a Twist, 3716 San Pablo Dam Rd Suite A 
March 13 OPEN 
April 10 OPEN 
May 8 State Farm Insurance, Sonny Randhawa 

June 12 OPEN 
July 10 Jim Cowen Farmers Insurance 



August 14 Nerd Crossing, Jim Hammack 
September  No Mixer!  STROLL!!! September 15 
October 9 OPEN 

November 13 Elks Lodge,  
December 11 Mechanics Bank, 3884 San Pablo Dam Road 

 

     
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

Chamber of Commerce Mixer 
February 13, 5:30 – 7:00 pm at 

Chicago’s Pizza With a Twist 
3716 San Pablo Dam Rd Suite A 

El Sobrante, CA 
 



Local Effects of Government Shut-down 
Article by Nicole Donn, US Financial Mortgage 

 
The government shutdown has been dominating the news, with good reason, but how 
has it affected us locally in El Sobrante?  I’m sure a number of our neighbors have 
federal government jobs and are immediately affected, but how is it affecting the 
economy of our community? 
 
January is always a slow month in housing but this January has been the slowest 
month in my 30+ year career in mortgage banking.  I have spoken to many prominent 
realtors in our community and the consensus is the rising rates and prices already 
were starting to turn the strong seller’s market into not quite as strong a seller’s 
market. Now property is sitting on the market longer and is not being overbid the way 
it has been in the past few years.  In addition, mortgage interest rates have come back 
down a bit due to the volatile stock market scaring investors, causing them to flee to 
the relatively safe bond markets, which is what effects the interest rate on most 
mortgage loans. 
 
I am encouraging people who tried to buy in the past year or two and who got 
discouraged to try again, as they are far more likely to get their offer accepted, Also, 
anyone who owns real estate and owes  on credit cards, car loans and/or student loans 
should take the time to check and see if refinancing would be beneficial to them, as 
now is the opportune time to do this while home values are high and mortgage rates 
still quite low. 
 
The processing time on a mortgage loan is a bit longer as part of the process is to get 
income tax transcripts from the IRS and a social security number verification from the 
social security administration and the turn times for this has gone from a few days 
maximum to a week or more. 
 
Bob Davis of Castle Rock Wealth Management, who is on the Board of the El Sobrante 
Chamber of Commerce, weighs in to say that he has not noticed much of a difference 
yet, as most of his clients are in long term investments and a number of them, with his 
expert guidance, are investing in well priced stock, as buying in a down market can be 
quite lucrative.  He added that if the shutdown lasts much longer, the effects are likely 
to be more noticeable on a local level. 
 
I have spoken to a number of people who have flown internationally recently and have 
been told there are much longer than usual waits to clear customs as there are fewer 
than usual customs officers working, and that the TSA officers in Oakland are playing 
uncensored rap music with profanity.  I’m sure that’s how they feel right now having to 
work a not very high paying job for no pay at all. 
 
SNAP (food stamps) and section 8 were not affected, but would be if the government 
were to shut down for a prolonged period. 
 
Hopefully, I won’t have to write a follow up article about the effects of a prolonged 
shutdown. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                              

 
 
 
 

         



 
 
 

El Sobrante Guide to Shopping, Dining & Services: 
Sponsors 

 
The following firms and people supported our Guide to Shopping, Dining and Service in El 
Sobrante: 
  
Dr. Dan Rixen, D.C., D.A.A.P.M. Rixen Chiropractic 
Jim Cowen, Farmers Insurance  
Mark Anthony Porter, CRPC, Ameriprise Financial 
Bob Davis, Castle Rock Wealth Management 
Scott Tuffnell, Windermere Real Estate 
Nicole Donn, US Financial Mortgage Lending
 
The Guide is available on our web site as well as at the Library, the Chamber office and  
at many businesses.  Check it out!  The website is: 
https://www.elsobrantechamber.com/resources/business-directory/              

 

   
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

    
 
 

 



 
 

Monthly Community Meetings 
 
El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce Board Meeting—See Table Below 
Meets 1st Monday of the Month @ 5:15 pm 
Chamber Office, 3769-B San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante  
http://www.elsobrantecachamber.com Marie: 510-387-0581 / mariecofces@yahoo.com / 
Office: 510-223-0757  
 
El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce Mixer—See Table Below 
Meets 2nd Wednesday of the Month @ 5:30 – 7:00 pm 
At various locations.  See Community Meetings Listing below 
  
El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council (MAC)  
Meets 2nd Wednesday of the Month  
@ 7:00 pm this month, at the Elks Lodge, 3931 San Pablo Dam Road. 
http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/1640/El-Sobrante-Municipal-Advisory-Council  
 
El Sobrante Planning and Zoning (P&Z)  
Meets 2nd Thursday of the Month @ 6:00 pm.  No location available at this time. 
 
SPAWNERS (San Pablo Watershed Neighbors Education & Restoration Society)  
Volunteer Workday 3rd  Saturday of the Month @ El Sobrante Library or De Anza outdoor 
classroom at Wilkie Creek site, De Anza Dr. and Santa Rita Rd. 
Water Bug Team meets 4th Sat of the Month. See website for more info: spawners.org  
For information contact helen@thewatershedproject.org  
 
C4AGES (Citizens for a Greener El Sobrante)  
Meets 3rd Wednesday of the Month @ 7:00 pm 
Location announced in the newsletter. See http://www.greenelsobrante.org  
 
Richmond Elks Lodge has a dinner the 3rd Friday of every month, at 3931 San Pablo Dam 
Road, 6 pm – 9 pm, and is open every Tuesday for dinner as well.  
 

 
February Community Meetings 

 
Wed, February 4, 
5:15 

Chamber Board Mtg Chamber office 3769 San Pablo Dam Road 

Wed, February 13, 
5:30 – 7 pm 

Chamber Mixer Chicago’s Pizza   3716 San Pablo Dam Rd 
Suite A 

Wed, February 13, 
7 pm  

Municipal Advisory 
Council 

Elks Lodge, 3931 
San Pablo Dam Rd  

Tom Owens will assume 
Chairmanship this month 

Fri, February 15, 
6:30 pm  

Richmond Elks 
Lodge  

Monthly Dinner  RSVP 510-223-3441 and 
for information 

Sat, February 23, 
2 – 4:30 pm 

Indivisible Group Hope Lutheran 
Church 

On May Road in El Sobrante 



  



 

El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce Members 
 

Business Name Contact Business Name Contact 
**Allstate Insurance 
Company** 

Richard Smith **Republic Services** Bielle Moore 

**Ameriprise Financial 
Services** 

Mark A. Porter Richmond Elks Lodge Jim Cowen 

Beadiful Beads by 
Bobbie 

Bobbie Squellati Richmond Inner-City 
Adult Wrestling Club 

James McGee 

Battaglia Consultant 
Services 

 Richmond Moose 
Lodge 

Larry Jordan 

**Bill’s Underground** Bill & Donna 
Schupp 

**Rixen Chiropractic** Dr. Daniel Rixen 

**Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Contra Costa** 

Lorna Padia 
Markus 

**Rodica Popovici-
DDS** 

Rodica Popovici 

Burgess-Allard Family K. Schminke **Rotary Club of El 
Sobrante** 

Randy Stevenson 

Canyon Swim School Fred Brown **Security Public 
Storage** 

Melissa & Enrique 
Serrano 

**Castle Rock Wealth 
Management** 

Bob Davis Sewer Connection Kathy Brazil 

**Chapel of the Mission 
Bells** 

Larry Cyr **SPAWNERS** Helen Fitanides  

Cloverfield Organic 
Farm 

Susan Abernathy St. Paul School Natalie Lenz-
Acuma 

EBMUD Sharla Sullivan State Farm Insurance Sonny Randhawa 
Educational Services 
Plus 

Shirley Rosenthal 
Winston 

The Journey Church William DaVis 

**El Sobrante Town 
Garage** 

Mark & Katrina 
Croda 

The Pedaler Bike Shop Jeff Jerge 

El Sobrante Wheel & 
Brake 

Lyle Miller The Salvation Army John Hermanson 

El Sobrante Methodist 
Church 

Mark Zier **US Financial 
Mortgage** 

Nicole Donn 

Fisk Termite Control Robert C. Sibley **Vegan ‘N Chicken** Shabaz Abbasi 
Four Fools Winery Mark Grisham **Wadsworth Glass* Veronica Jerge 
**Godfathers Limousine 
Service** 

Tony Raffanelli West County 
Wastewater District 

Marla Sena 

**J & A Market** Ranjeet B. 
Prasad 

**Wilson & Kratzer** Kim Welch 

JBM Construction John Mora **Windermere 
Rowland Realty** 

Scott Tuffnell 

**Jim Cowen Farmers 
Insurance** 

Jim Cowen   

Lakeridge Athletic Club Bruce Thomas Resident  Maurice Abraham 
**Law Office of Jennifer 
Tuffnell** 

Jenny Tuffnell Resident  Arnold E. Bolton 



Lee’s Acupuncture Dr. Andrew J. 
Lee 

Resident  Martha Booz 

Little Wishes Spa  Karla Amador-
Daza 

Residents Marie & Nick 
Carayanis 

Lucy’s Coin & Jewelry 
Pawn 

Adam Gross Resident Sarah Dunham 

Lynden & Company Thomas Lynden Resident John S. Koepke 
MCE Clean Energy Sandra Zelaya, 

Kalicia Pivirotto 
Resident Lorna Padia 

Markus 
Michael Pejza Insurance Michael Pejza Resident Hal Jones 
**Mike’s Appliances** Mike Murphy Residents Susan & Dick 

McCloskey 
**Mechanics Bank** Michael Frith Resident Lillian Nardi 
Mr. Fixit Handyman 
Construction 

Carlyle Garrick Resident Tarah Ornelas 

Nerd Crossing Jim Hammack Resident Barbara 
Pendergrass 

Oliver’s Ace Hardware Richard Oliver Residents Shirley and Bob 
Sharp 

**Planchon Roofing** Doug Planchon Resident Beverly Wallace 
Premier Designers 
Jewelry 

Dawn Biocca Resident Debbie Wold 

Rancho Sports Bar Richard Oliver, 
Adam Oliver 

  

**Ad Sponsors** 
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